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Help 


By the Rev. P. M. MacDonald, M.A. 


I SAW him in the flush of pride, 
When round him stood his worshiped pelf. 
“ This is the truth, good friend,” he cried ; 
“ God helps the man who helps himself.” 


I saw him in the fall of pride, 
When round him lay his shattered pelf. 
“ This is the truth, good friend,” I cried; 
“God helps when man can’t help himself.” 


Toronto, Can. 











The Gain of “ Losing the Job.” 

To ‘‘ let down ”’ in our highest standards of right- 
doing is to lose our grip on everything that is worth 
having in this life. Money, friends, good clothes, a 
good business position, and every other such legiti- 
mate temporal blessing, are most surely secured by 
living up uncompromisingly to the highest standard 
we know ; and all these blessings are encangered the 
moment we deceive ourselves into thinking that they 
can be retained only by yielding a little of our 
highest principles. We have God’s word for this, 
and experience has been confirming his word from 
the day when Adam lost his position and home and 
grounds because of yielding to wrong influences, 
down to the present day of death and bankruptcy fol- 
lowing hard on the attempt to succeed unworthily. 
‘But if I don’t do as I am told to,’*’ asserted a 
young man in business, while he was deprecating the 
fact that he was told to do things from which his 
honorable nature recoiled, ‘I'll lose my job on the 
spot.'’. There are two weaknesses in that assertion : 
nrst, that young man does of know that he will lose 
his job,—more than one man has been promoted for 
a similar ‘‘offense’’ ; second, he does not recognize 


that the losing of the job might be the best thing 
that could happen to him, because of a better position 
that is waiting for him, and that can come only after 
he has ‘‘lost'’ this. It is better to live in the Lord’s 
service than to die in the Devil's. 


x 
Why Conquer ? 


It is better to resist temptation from an unworthy 
motive than not to resist at all. Jesus Christ was the 
only man whose right-doing was always and only 
prompted by the highest of motives. It is a common 
experience to find oneself steeling himself against sin 
or failure of any sort because he is seeking other 
special help from God in some great need just then. 
A victory over temptation from such a motive is far 
from ideal,. yet it is better than no victory at all ; and 
God will help us to rise even by means of such half- 
way victories up to the high achievement of hating 
and conquering all sin merely because it is sin. Let 
us realize that there is no difference between failures, 
that every temptation yielded to is a complete break 
with God and character ; and let us strive to conquer 
temptation because every such victory is, after the 
gift of the Son which makes it possible, the supremest 
blessing that God can give his children. 


x 
Which Law Shall Be Ours? 


Human law and God’s law are very different. 
Human law takes the worst that a man has given ex- 
pression to as the basis of its judgment on that man. 
God’s law searches out the ‘best than a man aspires 
to, and builds up on that. Human law assumes that 
a man is innocent until he is proved guilty ; but once 
the guilt is proved, then ‘‘the law does not split 
hairs,’’ as Mr. Richard Watson Gilder said recently»; 
‘‘if Mr. Hyde is taken in the act, Dr. Jekyll goes to 
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Doing the Impossible : 


NYTHING that ought to be done can be done, 
and the fact that its doing is clearly impossible 
is no reason nor excuse for our failure to bring 

it to pass. 

Two men were talking together about the keeping 
of a promise to do a certain thing on a certain day. 
The hour had come in that day when the possibility 
of yet keeping the promise was too much to expect, 
and this fact was pointed out by one of the two, 
‘* But a promise has been given, and must be kept,”’ 
urged the other, ‘‘even if it zs impossible. We have 


every right to ask God to help us to do the impossible, 


if it ought to be done.”’ 

‘You mean the affarently impossible,”’ 
the first speaker. 

‘*] mean the zmfosszble,"’ was the positive answer. 
Was the second speaker right ? 

There is only one impossibility in the universe, 
and that is the impossibility of wrong’s overcoming 
right. When, therefore, a man puts himself in line 
with the right, and it is made clear to him that a cer- 
tain thing ought to be done, the mere fact that, judged 
by all human standards and human knowledge and 
human vision, the thing is impossible, is no reason 
for that man to hesitate in its doing, or to doubt 
that he will be enabled to bring it to pass. For God 
determines duty, and God is not limited by human 
standards, nor bound by human knowledge and 
vision. God never asks a man to do what God 
cannot enable him to do. God often asks a man to 
do what it is entirely impossible for that man to do 
alone. When men are faced by such a duty, they 
differ only as they trust or distrust God’s power to 
carry out his own will. The doing of the impossible 
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jail with him.’’ God's law asks only that man 
confess his guilt and reach out after something better, 
and the Judge of all men, who left his throne in order 
to bear the burden of that guilt, offers himself as man's 
Advocate and Saviour and Redeemer. Human law 
professes to administer justice. God, who alone 
knows what justice is, never bases his law on justice, 
but always on mercy. And so human law tends to 
magnify and make permanent the evil that is in men, 
while God's law fosters the glimmering good that is 
there until the man is fairly re-created, and the evil 
within him is conquered. ‘A bruised reed will he 
not break, and a dimly burning wick will he not 
quench.’’ Human law may be a necessary part of 
the imperfect society of to-day ; but as individuals, in 
our dealings with our fellows, we have the privilege of 
making God's law our law. And that law is love. 


x 


Building Sensibly 

He builds best whose building lasts. That is 
why those who make their dwellings of imperishable 
materials are wiser and happier than_those who build 
on the earth what with the earth} must pass away. 
Shelley tells us in one of his sonnets of an ancient 
king, who built in pride a mighty city, and at its gate 
set a giant image of himself with this engraved upon 
its pedestal : 

** My name is Ozymandias, king of kings : 

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair !’’ 

And now one looks and there is nothing but a broken 
statue, and a waste of tumbled stone, and desert sand. 
Yet of that same day there were a few—a philosopher 
here, a saint there—whose words of wisdom or works 
of mercy are as high and fair in the world to-day as 
when they first appeared. Did not Paul speak wisely 
when he said: ‘‘If any man’s work shall abide. . . 
he shall receive a reward.,’’ 
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Its Duty and Delights 


is a matter of common experience in the life of men 
who make their trust in God's omnipotence their 
chief working asset. But it never becomes so com- 
mon that a man ever ‘‘gets used’’ toit. There isa 
sense of unexpected, joyous exhilaration in working 
in partnership with omnipotence, in summoning and 
using confidently the power that is above nature, and 
in watching for the sure coming of the impossible 
end that has been promised. 

There are clearly defined conditions for the doing 
of the impossible, and they are costly. God does not 
propose to ‘‘do it all,’’ by any means. God, indeed, 
will not de anything unless the man who claims the 
promise is ready to do everything. In the instance 
already mentioned, the one who was ready to break a 
promise because it was impossible to keep that 
promise, asked of the other how he proposed to go 
about its keeping. . The answer was that they could 
not yet know ; and that they had no right to expect 
to know until they offered themselves to God in en- 
tire, literal readiness to lay down their lives in order to 
bring the result to pass. God does not level moun- 
tains for half-hearted men. God does not reveal the 
way through an impossibility, nor the first step of the 
way, for any man who hesitates to spend himself to 
the uttermost in bringing that impossibility to pass. 

This may seem like extreme language,—and it is. 
For the impossible is an extreme situation; it is 
beyond the boundaries of human knowledge ; and the 
man who is not willing to go to, extremes in its accom- 
plishment had better not make a beginning. When 
Dr. Trumbull was one time engaged in an editorial 
‘*stroke’’ that was taxing his every resource to the 


uttermost and that seemed even then doomed to fail, 
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he said with impetuous intensity to a fellow editor, 


‘I'll do this or die in the attempt."’ The other 
man, knowing how carelessly that phrase is often 
used, and not knowing his chief as well as he after- 
wards came to know him, answered, with a half sneer : 
‘* That sounds well, but of course you don’t mean it 
literally.’’ 

The older man swung around in his chair and said 
quietly, ‘‘ Do you think there is anything else in the 
universe that God wants me to do just now, but this ?’’ 

‘¢No, I don't suppose there is."’ 

‘* Well, knowing my nature and habits of work, do 
you think that I am likely to give up this attempt so 
long as there is any strength or life left in me to devote 
to it?’’ 

‘* No, I suppose not,’’ was the answer. 

‘«Well, then, if I am prepared to spend all the life 
that there isin me, until I have no more life to spend, 
for t's thing, am I right in saying that I am willing 
to die in the attempt ?’’ And the thoughtless doubter 
had learned a lesson in the practical conditions of 
doing the impossible. 

7 * * 

Of the two who were discussing the keeping of that 
impossible promise, one dropped the matter, on the 
ground that it was really impossible, and that God 
expects no man to be foolhardy or presuming enough 
to attempt that which cannot be done. The other, 
although fully recognizing the difficulties of the situa- 
tion, believed that the keeping of that promise was a 
duty, and that as such it was well worth laying down 
life for, if necessary ; that even if the promise could 
not be kept, it would be better to di¢ in the honest 
attempt to keep it than to live at the cost of repudi- 
ating it. He did not trust his own judgment in this, 
but he laid the matter fully before the Lord in prayer, 
and waited for the answer. There was no doubt then, 
as to God's will, nor need there ever be in the mind of 
one who seeks to know God's will in order to do it no 
matter where it leads. The duty of keeping the 
promise was made clear, and a first step toward its 
keeping was revealed. 

But the first step brought no results, nor did the 
second, nor the third, nor the fourth ; and after some 
hours of persistent effort, with only four hours left in 
which the promise could be redeemed, it seemed more 
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impossible of keeping than it had at the beginning. 
And the demon named “ Discouragement’’ began 
his attacks. 

Then it was that the man who, at God's bidding, 
had accepted the challenge of the impossible, real- 
ized that it was a man’s task, and that God was test- 
ing him to see whether he was worthy of using or not, 
whether he really meant his offer of laying down life, 
whether, indeed, God cou/q use him against the tre- 
mendous difficulties that blocked the way. And be- 
cause the man now realized how helpless he was in 
his own strength, he prayed the prayer of the ages, 
‘*Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief,’’ and 
flung himself again into line with omnipotence. 

Forty minutes before it was too late, the thing had 
been done, and the wavering belief had been vindi- 
cated. ‘*It's amiracle,’’ was the only comment the 
friend could make, when he saw the result. Of 
course it was a miracle ; but it had come to pass be- 
cause a man was willing to be used of God in its 
working. nies 

Let us make sure what God would have us do,— 
that is the first step. Then there need be no doubt 
of the outcome. Then we may say with Wellington, 
as he is reported to have said to an officer who was 
pointing out that one of the general’s orders could not 
be carried out because it was impossible: ‘See, it 
is down in the order book.’ And when God's will 
is plain, then let us place its doing above everything 
else in life, and above life itself. He will take care 
of the impossibilities. He will help us.to learn that 
there are no promises in the Bible more depend- 
able than the manly, ringing defiance of Zechariah : 
**Who art thou, O great mountain?  . thou shalt 
become a plain."’ 


** *Tis in battling toward the summit 
Life achieves its best endeavor. 
Is there hardship ?—overcome it ! 
Drop the plummet, lift the lever ; 
Chain the sea and sun and planet ; 
Conquer nature, sullen, sodden ; 
Mine the gold and carve the granite ; 
Pierce with paths the wilds untrodden, 
For the glory’s in the gaining, and the guerdon’s in the 
strife, : 
And the joy of doing something is the robe and crown of 
ife 1’? 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS |= 
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When Was Christ “ Not Beneficent”? 


The study of the miracles of our Lord may be 
made a richly profitable exercise, but in pursuing 
such study we must guard against drawing false con- 
clusions. What of the assumption that is made in 
the attempted classification of Christ's miracles that 
a Virginia Sunday-school has been working out? 
One of the members of that school writes as follows : 


One member of our school has been selected to propound a 
question fer answer on the following Sunday. Recently this 

uestion was propounded : ‘'‘ Mention two miracles of Jesus 
that were not fe beneficent nature.'’ There were eight 
answers given. Four said the cursing of the fig-tree and 
Jesus’ walking on the Sea of Galilee to still the tempest ; four 
others said the cursing of the fig-tree and the destruction of 
the two thousand swine in the Sea of Galilee. Please give us 
your views. 


A ** beneficent’’ act is the act ot a ‘‘ benefactor,"’ 
and a benefactor is one who does well, or does good. 
Therefore every miracle of Christ's that had evil, not 
good, as its purpose, may properly be classed as 
‘¢not of a beneficent nature.’’ The three miracles 
mentioned by the Virginia Sunday-school workers, 
however, would hardly seem to come under that classi- 


fication. 
ya 


Facing Jesus Christ 


If a cry for help in bringing a needy soul to 
Christ is one that reaches the heart of every human 
follower of Christ, what an answer must it find in the 
heart of Christ himself! To bring the needy one 
face to face with the Master is the surest hope of sal- 
vation. A motherly woman in one of the Eastern 
states tells of her need in this line : 


I come to you for help. I am bringing up a boy who is 
now a young man eighteen years old. I took him when he 
was three years old, to bring up for the Lord. His mother 
was a noble Christian. He has not yet decided to be a Chris- 
tian, having doubts about the truth of Christ's teaching. He 
has been reading books on evolution, and does not seem to 
have any clear conception of truth. He is a good moral 

oung man, and I think wants to find out more about God. 
ie does not see why God should be worshiped, and is in 


doubt about the future life. Can you let me know the best 
books to read that will help him? I believe this. is a very 
critical time in his life, and oh, I do long to see him saved. 
I would be so grateful to you if you could help my boy to 
decide. 


This earnest Christian woman’s problem is a very 
real one, yet she may be gratetul that she has it, and 
that she can have all the wisdom needed in solving it. 
God has promised that for the asking. 

It is very easy for a young man to be turned aside 
by considerations that are really of little value, in his 
thought about his relations with Jesus Christ. ‘There 
is no way of bringing him to the truth so sure and so 
straight as the holding before his study and imagina- 
tion and his interest the character and personality of 
Jesus Christ. If he will study Jesus, he will not be 
so concerned about why God should be worshiped. 
Questions about the future life fall into a very sec- 
ondary place as compared with a man’s attitude 
toward Jesus Christ himself. The surest guide that 
any young fellow can have in a critical time in his life 
is Jesus Christ, who himself as a young man, and as 
long as he lived, was a tempted man, even though the 
Son of God. 

Therefore this young man should be helped to look 
squarely at Christ, to study his life, to think about 
him, to ask his help in getting light on the life that 
was the light of men, to think first about that which 
is really first,—his relation to Jesus Christ; to face 
that squarely, and to decide whether he wants Jesus 
to be his Saviour here and now for this life. Every 
young man falls short of the best he can do in this 
busy world if he does not follow Jesus Christ. Any 
young man who is really in earnest is wasting his 
time over the question of his relation to God, if he 
does not do his level ‘best to perceive Jesus Christ, 
and to put his problems alongside the love and the 
teaching of the Master himself. No ordinary book, 
however strong, can possibly do as much for a seeker 
after truth as the Book of truth itself and the life of 
Him who was the truth. Side issues have wrecked 
many a young life, and the Devil is tremendously 
pleased to get anybody to think about such things. 
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He likes to keep the thought of young and old away 
from the very center of our spiritual life, Jesus him- 
self. And this young man ought to understand that 
he is not just now in any ordinary warfare, when he is 
facing the greatest problem that he will ever have to 
face, but that he is deciding as between light and 
darkness. 


May the God of all life and light help these two to 


work together for the boy's entrance into full service 
for the Master ! 
oe” 


Property-Saving on the Sabbath Day 

How to apply the principles of right-doing to 
concrete action is often the most difficult part of duty- 
doing ; yet it is never too difficult for right solution 
by the man who is more concerned about honoring 
God than about anything else in the universe. A 
question of practical application in Sabbath-observ- 
ance comes from a rural reader in Connecticut who 
has noted the discussion of ‘‘ haying on Sunday’’ in 
these columns. He writes : 


Our people are not as guilty of this as of something else. 
We are a peach-growing community, and our farms are dotted 
with peach orchards, and most of them are owned by mem- 
bers of ourchurches. When peach harvesting commences, say 
September 1, all owners leave the church to pick peaches, 
and they pick every day while the crop lasts, which is six 
weeks or so, on the excuse that the peaches ripen and will rot 
unless gathered every day, which is practically correct. Seem- 
ingly the churches do not protest. How far may one go on 
the Lord's day in saving his property? 


There would seem to bea root distinction between sav- 
ing property and adding toincome. Acrop of any sort 
is in the nature of income. To work on Sunday in 
order to save or add to one’s income from an invest- 
ment, would seem to be radically different from work- 
ing in order to save present property from destruction. 
A man who would see that it was his God-given duty 
to put out the fire that was destroying his home or his 
barn on Sunday may be entirely unwilling to save or 
add to his income from a crop or other investment at 
the cost of Sunday labor, especially when the loss from 
not doing so comes simply through the laws of nature. 
One New England court seems to have a higher 
standard for sabbath observance than perhaps the 
church-going peach-harvesters in Connecticut:-have. A 
Massachusetts reader calls attention to a noteworthy 
recent incident in his state ; 


The Supreme Court of Massachusetts has rendered the final 
decision, in March of this year, in a complaint against a man 
for violating the Lord's day statute, by picking cranberries on 
that day in Carver, in old Plymouth County. The statute 
makes it a criminal offense to do on the Lord’s day “any 
manner of labor, business, or work, except works of necessity 
= charity."" The case is entitled ‘Commonwealth versus 
White."' 

Judge John W. Hammond, who wrote the opinion for the 
full bench of justices, says: ‘In construing this statute, it is 
to be borne in mind that, so far as material to the question 
before us, it is simply the continuation of a law which from a 
very early date in the history of the colony has been constantly 
upon our statute books. It is one of a series of statutory pro- 
visions enacted to secure the proper observance of the Lord's 
day, as understood by our forefathers. Their idea of the 
Lord's day, and the manner in which it should be spent, and 
the object of the system of statutes passed from time to time to 
secure its proper observance are set forth in the various pre- 
ambles to those statutes. One of these is in the following lan- 
guage : ‘Whereas it is the duty of all persons upon the Lord's 

ay carefully to apply themselves, publickly and privately to 
religion and piety, the profanation of the Lord's day is highly 
offensive to Almighty God, of evil example, and tends to the 
grief and disturbance of all pious and religiously disposed per- 
sons, therefore,’ etc.—See Prov. St., 1760-61, c. 20, 5. 1.... 

“It is anpeen by the defendant that the times have changed, 
and with them have also changed ideas, manners, and cus- 
toms, and that what was formerly regarded as unnecessary 
may now be regarded as necessary. To a certain extent this 
may be true. In so far as changes in physical matters affect 
the question of necessity, they may be properly considered. 
But changes in the view of people as to the nature of the 
Lord’s day, or as to the manner in which it should be spent, 
whether such changes are for the better or for the worse, are 
not to be'¢onsidered. So far as respects such changes alone 
the word necessity has the same meaning as when first in- 
serted in this system of statutes. It was originally inserted to 
secure the observance of the Lord's day, in accordance with 
the views of our ancestors, and it ever since has stood and 
still stands for the same pu i t.gte 

‘*In this spirit must this statute be interpreted, and in the 
light of this method of interpretation it is clear that the de- 
fendant has not shown that his work was one of necessity. 
Without going over the evidence in detail, it is sufficient to 
say that here there was no extraordinary sudden and unex- 
pected emergency. The crop was large it is true, but that it 
was likely to be large had been known for weeks. ‘The weather 
was only what might have been expected. The substance of 
the testimony was simply that in gathering the crop it was 
somewhat less expensive and more convenient to work seven 
days in the week rather than six. That is not enough. Such 
testimony falls far short of showing ‘necessity’ within the 
meaning of the statute." 


It is difficult to believe that God will let any man 
suffer who is willing to sacrifice one-seventh of his 
peach crop in order to remember the sabbath day to 
keep it holy even in peach season. 











oe «0 


a ce aA — aig 


” ee 





LEs: 


i i el ie ee Rn me ee oe ee i Bae em A a —-nee © hae =’ 








awe ww ~s 


. 


> = a Ol! 








i AA i SS tt 


een 


LESSON FOR May 6 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


243 


Archeology’s Solution of Old Testament Puzzles 





The first_of six noteworthy articles comprising “ The Gunning Prize Essay ” 


ISTORY has again and again furnished striking | 


coincidences, but few of these have been more 
remarkable than one which has characterized 
our own times. We have witnessed, on one hand, 
the outburst of a scholarly, persistent, and professedly 
Christian attack upon the historical character of the 
Old Testament ; and, on the other hand, the splendidly 


equipped and marvelously successful activity dis- - 


played in the exploration of Eastern lands. Their 
ancient cities have been excavated, their monuments 
have been deciphered, their history has been resusci- 
tated, and primeval civilization has been unveiled. 
These two movements, in so far, at least, as the Bible 
is concerned, have been the outstanding features of 
the latter half of the past century and of the begin- 
ning of the present.. They have arisen, and they have 
progressed, in entire independence of each other, but 
no two movements ever had a closer connection, 

The historical references of the Old Testament 
have a wider range than those of any other ancient 
book. It commences with the story of primeval hu- 
manity and of the catastrophe which brought it to an 
end. While confining itself in subsequent portions 
to the story of Israel, the Old Testament nevertheless 
reflects to some extent the institutions, the customs, 
and the international relationships, of the times with 
which it deals. There were occasions, also, when 
Israel was brought into contact with both neighboring 
and more distant countries, and the Old Testament 
history consequently introduces us to peoples and to 
personages of the time. Hence, in the recovery of 
documents relating to those very periods, Oriental 
research has come frequently, and sometimes start- 
lingly, into line with the biblical history. How far 
the results of these researches support, or are in con- 
flict with, the attack upon the historical accuracy of 
the Scripture, the rapid survey which these articles 
give is intended to disclose. 

1. The Books of Chronicles.—We shall begin with 
the Books of Chronicles. Professor W. Robertson 
Smith, writing in the ‘‘ Encyclopedia Britannica,’’ 
passes a comparatively lenient judgment on their his- 
toricity. While asserting that they contain errors in 
numbers, and professedly historical statements whéch 
have no better foundation than inference, he dismisses 
the charges of wholesale fabrication which have been 
brought against them. This is a distinct contrast to 
Wellhausen’s fierce attack, in which certain of the 
narratives are described as ‘‘ frightful examples'’ of 
Jewish imagination. Others have condemned what 
is supposed to be their ‘‘ partiality for large numbers."’ 
It cannot be said that there is at the present time any 
apparent tendency to reverse, or even to modify, that 
judgment. A publication which professes to supply 
the public with the most recent authoritative opinion 
on biblical and other matters says : ‘‘ The variations 
of the Chronicler from the latter'’ (the Book of Kings) 
‘‘are due in most instances to his religious pragmat- 
ism. Everything is done to emphasize the ancient 
importance of the Levites, who are introduced at 
points and on occasions which are most inappropriate. 
Taking all this together, it is claimed by many that 
the historical value of the Chronicles, where they vary 
from the Books of Samuel and Kings, is small; and 
except in some details, which have chiefly an interest 
as representing perhaps a more or less widespread 
tradition, there is a reluctance among modern critical 
scholars to depend upon them in the study of Hebrew 
history.”’ . 

The unexpected testing of these books by Oriental 
discovery has resulted in what must be described as a 
contrary verdict. Perhaps the most striking illustra- 
tion of this occurs in the references to King Uzziah of 
Judah. It is to the Chronicles alone that we are in- 
debted for any notice of the vast importance of that 
monarch’s reign. Weare told that ‘‘ he went forth and 
warred against the Philistines, and brake down the 
wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of 
Ashdod ; and he built cities in the country of Ashdod, 
and among the Philistines. And God helped him 
against the Philistines, and against the Arabians that 
dwelt in Gur-baal, and the Meunim. And the Am- 
monites gave tribute to Uzziah : and his name spread 
abroad even to the entrance of Egypt; for he waxed 
exceeding strong. .. . Moreover Uzziah had an army 
of fighting men, that went out to war by bands, ac- 
cording to the number of their reckoning made by 
Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the officer, under the 


dary of Assyria. 





By the Rev. John Urquhart 


The Victoria Institu' or Philosophical Soci- 
ety, of Great Britain, recently offered a prize 
(‘* The Gunning Prize ’’) of two hundred dol- 
lars for the best essay submitted by any of its 
members or associates on the subject ‘‘ The 
Bearing of Recent Oriental Discoveries on Old 
Testament History.”’ Last November the award 
was made, and the successful competitor was 
Mr. Urquhart, of New Zealand. ” ww” Ww 

The Victoria Institute has granted to The 
Sunday School Times the authorized rights to 
publish the prize essay complete in these col- 
umns, and later in book form. The essay is 
something over 20,000 words in length, and 
will make six articles in the Times. It is one 
of the most interesting popular presentations of 
the great facts of the past century’s biblical 
research that it has ever been the privilege of 
The Sunday School Times to give to its readers. 

Bible students who would keep in touch with 
the freshest results of scientific research in 
many fields will do well to avail themselves of 
membership in the Victoria Institute, the spe- 
cial works and objects o. which are set forth 
on page 255 in this issue. ™ eS - 











hand of Hananiah, one of the king’s captains. The 
whole number of the heads of fathers’ houses, even 
the mighty men of valor, was 2,600. And under their 
hand was an army, 307,500, that made war with 
mighty power’’ (2 Chron. 26 : 6-13). The account 
concludes with a reference to the ‘‘ engines invented 
by skilful men” for the defense of Jerusalem, which 
were able ‘‘to shoot arrows and great stones.”’ 

In the above there is a complete departure from the 
earlier narrative in Kings. The information given by 
the Chronicler is entirely new. We are thus furnished 
with a crucial test as to the historical value of his in- 
dependent statements. Tiglath-Pileser III of Assyria 
was at this time subjugating the nations of the west. 
His monuments were mutilated by a successor, but 
there is now no doubt that he was one of the ablest and 
most resolute of the Assyrian kings. Tiglath-Pileser’s 
is described by Dr. Pinches as ‘‘ one of the most im- 
portant reigns in Assyrian history.’’ It was supposed 
that, in a tablet which has eome to us only in frag- 
ments, Azariah, or Uzziah, is named by the Assyrian 
king as one of his tributaries, but that reading has 
not been sustained. The references to the Jewish 
king convey an entirely different impression. Judah 
was apparently too strong to permit of an Assyrian 
invasion. There was a confederacy against Assyria 
among the western peoples of which Uzziah was a 


supporter, if not the instigator and chief. The con-- 


federates were subdued and punished ; but though the 
victorious Assyrian armies were in its neighborhood, 
Judah was not troubled. ‘It would almost seem,”’ 
says Dr. Pinches, ‘‘that Azariah of Judah took part 
in the attempt to get rid of Assyrian influence, and, 
although this was fully recognized by Tiglath-Pileser, 
the Assyrian king, to all appearance, did not come 
into direct contact with his country. 

This fact is highly significant. Tiglath-Pileser 
mentions a number of cities with their surrounding 
territories, which he punished for what seems to have 
been a widespread rebellion. The inscription pro- 
ceeds : ‘‘ XIX districts of the city of Hamath, with 
the cities which were around them, of the sea-coast of 
the setting of the sun, which in sin and wickedness 
had taken to Azri-a-u (Azariah), I added to the boun- 
I set my commander-in-chief as 
governor over them ; 30,300 people I removed from 
the midst of their cities, and caused the province of 
the city of Ku to take them.’’ It is clear from 
the above that Uzziah was the soul of the confederacy 
against Assyria. It was to him as Assyria’s adver- 
sary that those districts of Hamath had given their 
adhesion. That Jerusalem and Judah were not dealt 
with in like manner can be explained only by Aza- 
riah’s possession of power and generalship such as 





are ascribed to him in Chronicles. Schrader speaks 
of the part of the inscription above quoted as ‘‘ that 
important passage respecting the alliance with Azarijah 
(Uzziah of Juda) with Hamath.’’ He continues, 
‘«From this we learn that, while Tiglath-Pileser chas- 
tised Hamath for its alliance with Juda, he did not 
see fit to molest the latter as well ; a clear proof of the 
accuracy of the biblical account of the firmly estab- 
lished power of Uzziah.'’ In the: face of the fact 
that, as already stated, we are indebted to Chronicles 
alone for our knowledge of Uzziah’s greatness, it is 
impossible to maintain an unbroken confidence in the 
adversely critical estimate of these books. In any 
case, this account of Uzziah's warlike preparations and 


achievements, which was part of the supposed exag- 


gerations of the chronicler, now takes its place as sober 
history. 

Confirmation has also come from other sides. 
‘*We may,"’ writes Professor Sayce, ‘‘consider the 
notices, by the chronicler, of nations whose names are 
not mentioned in the Books of Kings, as worthy of 
full credit. Even the Mehunims, of whom Uzziah is 
said to have been the conqueror, have had light cast 
upon them by Oriental archeology. Professor Hom- 
mel and Dr. Glaser see in them the Minzans of South- 
ern Arabia, whose power extended at one time as far 
north as Gaza. . . . As the power of the Minzans 
waned before that of Saba, or Sheba, any notice of 
their presence on the borders cf Palestine must go 
back to a considerable antiquity. If, therefore, their 
identification with the Mehunims of the chrogicler is 
correct, the reference to them bears the Stamp of 
contemporaneous authority.”’ 

Researches and excavations in Palestine have fur- 
ther illustrated the minute accuracy of Chronicles. 
These books describe Hezekiah's preparations for 
meeting the Assyrian invasion under Sennacherib. 
‘*He took counsel,’’ we are told, ‘‘ with his princes 
and his mighty men, to stop [or conceal] the waters 
of the fountains which were without the city ; and 
they helped him. . . . This same Hezekiah also stopped 
[or concealed] the upper spring of the waters of Gihon, 
and brought them straight down on the west side 
of the city of David’’ (2 Chron. 32 : 3, 30). Subter- 
ranean channels and tunnels have been found which 
show that work of this very kind was done, and it 
was done with engineering knowledge and skill that 
astonish us. A further trace of this great work was 
found in an inscription discovered in 1880, in what 
Professor Sayce believes to be Hezekiah’s tunnel. It 
is as follows ; ‘‘(Behold the) excavation. Now this 
is the history of the excavation. While the exca- 
vators were still lifting up the pick, each toward his 
neighbour, and while there were yet three cubits to 
(excavate, there was heard) the voice of one man 
calling to his neighbour, for there was an excess (?) of 
the rock on the right hand (and on the left ?). And 
after that on the day of excavating the excavators had 
struck pick against pick, one against another, the 
waters flowed from the spring to the pool for a dis- 
tance of 1,200 cubits. And (part) of a cubit was the 
height of the rock over the head of the excavators. 

The same minute accuracy is displayed in a pas-. 
sage which was set aside by criticism as apocryphal. 
In 2 Chronicles 33.: 10-13 we read, ‘‘And Jehovah 
spake to Manasseh, and to his people ; but they gave 
no heed.. Wherefore Jehovah brought upon them the 
captains of the host of the king of Assyria, who took 
Manasseh in chains, and bound him with fetters, and 
carried him to Babylon. And when he was in dis- 
tress, he besought Jehovah his God, and humbled 
himself greatly before the God of his fathers. And 
he prayed unto him ; and he was entreated of him, 
and heard his supplication, and brought him again 
to Jerusalem into his kingdom.'’ ‘‘The reader is 
aware,’’ says Schrader in his reference to the above, 
‘* that this passage has been the subject of much dis- 
cussion. Objections were raised by the critics to a 
statement which had no place in the Book of Kings, 
and it was thought that this passage should be sev- 
ered from the narrative, as being altogether unhis- 
torical. One ground upon which that conclusion was 
based was the belief that in Manasseh’s time (697- 
641 B.C.) there was no connection between Assyria 
and Judah. This has been shown to be a delusion. 
Esarhaddon (681-668 B.C.) conquered the whole of 
Syria and Egypt towards the close of his reign, and 
in the list of tributary kings he gives the name of 
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Minassi sar mat i, that is, ‘‘ Manasseh, king of 
the country of Judah.’’ This king is also mentioned 
in the same way by Assurbanipal (668-626 B.C.), 
This king of Assyria tells how news was brought 
to him of Tirhakah's invasion of Egypt. ‘‘ Over 
these things,’’ he says, ‘‘my heart was bitter and 
much afflicted.« By the command of Assur and 
the goddess Assuritu, I gathered my powerful forces, 
which Assur and Ishtar had placed in my hands ; to 
‘Egypt and Ethiopia I directed the march. In the 


| WANT fo tell in this article the simple story of 


my experience in personal work, and how it has. 


completely transformed my spiritual life. About 
a year and a half ago I went over to England to report 
the revival work of Dr. Torrey and Mr. Alexander for 
a syndicate of American journals. I found the evan- 
gelists working in the city of Bolton. A few days 
after I began reporting the meetings Mr. Alexander 
came to me and urged me not to be content with 
describing the proceedings, but to get right down into 
the audience and do personal work in soul-winning 
night after night. I thought at first that my forte 
was writing articles about the revival and leading peo- 
ple to Christ in that way. 

I must confess that although I was a graduate of a 
university and a theological seminary, was an elder in 
a church, and assistant superintendent in a Sunday- 
school, yet I had never made it a habit to go out and 
speak to strangers about their souls’ salvation, and 
lead them to a definite acceptance of Christ by point- 
ing out to them definite passages in the Bible by fol- 
lowing which they could be saved. I had led nota 
few in my Sunday-school class to Christ, and had 
given all sorts of gospel and religious talks for many 
years ; but I had not made a practise of doing per- 
sonal work among strangers as well as friends. 

As ‘Mr. Alexander plead with me to do personal 
work I saw that it was my duty, and although I 
shrank from the ordeal, I declared that I would begin 
at once. I did so, and it was hard work. Night 
after night I went up and down the aisles in the revi- 
val meetings pleading with men and boys to take 
Christ, showing them the way of salvation the best I 
could. For weeks, however, I dreaded the work, 
and did it merely from a sense of duty. Gradually I 
grew to love it, and to realize that it was my duty to 
do personal work not only in the revival meetings at 
night, but on the street-cars as I rode down town, in 
the shops where I made purchases, on the streets, 
and wherever I went. You see I had had a taste of 
the work, and was beginning to love it. 

About this time [ heard Dr. Torrey tell how D. L. 
Moody early in his career made up his mind that he 
would never let twenty-four hours pass without speak- 
ing to someone about his eternal welfare. I said to 
myself, ‘If Moody could do that, I can,’’ and I com- 
menced to practise it. At first I would sometimes 

. forget it until perhaps eleven or twelve o'clock at 
night, when I was preparing to go to bed. But I 
would don my overcoat and go out on the street to 
fulfil my promise of speaking to somebody about 
taking Christ as his Saviour, Perhaps I would not 
speak to the first one who came along, but, with a 
prayer tc God for guidance, I would enter into con- 
versation with tue second or third man I met, and 
quickly lead up to the subject of his salvation. 

Through this resolution ot never letting a day pass 
without speaking to somecne, I have had the joy and 
privilege of leading people to Christ in unusual and 
unexpected places. In England they ride on the tops 
of the tram-cars, and one day in Oxford, duzing the 
last Torrey-Alexander campaign in England, I had 
the joy of leading the conductor of the car to Christ 
right on top of the car as we rode along one of the 
main streets of the city. 

While returning to America on the steamship 
*¢Carmania’’ a few weeks ago, I found two young 
men at my table who were from Plymouth, England. 
They had attended the Torrey-Alexander revival 
meetings in that city, but had not been greatly im- 
pressed. Theywere shipwrights, and had been out 
of work for months, and were going to America to 
seek positions. One evening, at the close of a con- 
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The record of the man who started out merely to report to 
the world what Torrey and Alexander were doing for souls 
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course of my expedition twenty-two kings of the side 
of the sea and middle of the sea, all tributaries de- 
pendent upon me, to my presence came and kissed 
my feet.’’ In a supplementary inscription, Assur- 
banipal names these tributary kings, and ‘‘ Manasseh, 
king of Judah,’’ is on the list. Manasseh, therefore, 
had the long reign attributed to him, extending from 
the time of Sennacherib to the days of Assurbanipal. 
It also follows that in Manasseh's reign the hold of 
Assyria upon Judah was firm and continuous. 






cert, I entered into conversation with them, quickly 
turned it to the question of salvation, and for an hour 
pleaded with them to accept Christ as their Saviour. 
They did not surrender that night, but I arranged to 
meet them again, and the following evening in the 
dining-saloon we again had a long talk. Finally one 
of them reached across the table, grasped my hand, 
and said, ‘‘ Yes, I will take Jesus as my Saviour."’ 
The other one followed, and a joy that cannot be de- 
scribed surged up in my heart as they uttered those 
words. Sittingin the saloon at that time were two 
Cambridge University graduates with whom I was 
making the voyage, both earnest Christian men. 
Motioning them to come over I told them that the 
young men from Plymouth had taken Christ, and 
right there in the dining-saloon we had a wonderful 
little prayer-meeting. The Cambridge men prayed, 
I prayed, and the two young shipwrights offered beau- 
tiful prayers, telling God that they surrendered them- 
selves to him. ; 

I told the young converts that salvation was the 
moste practical thing in the world, and that they 
should as Christians take everything to God in prayer. 
I told them that if they prayed earnestly to God for 
work he would quickly give it to them. When I 
reached Toronto I received a beautiful letter from 
them saying that within two days after their arrival 
in New York each had secured an excellent position, 
and that they were spending their leisure time at 
the Young Men’s Christian Association. And this 
after they had been out of work for many months in 
England. 

A striking sequel to this incident occurred only a few 
Sunday nights ago here in Philadelphia. As I was sit- 
ting in a front seat near the close of the revival meet- 
ing one of the converts leaned over and said to me, 
‘*Don’t you remember me? _ I was with you on the 
‘Carmania.’ It was your words, spoken to two young 
men who had taken Christ, that resulted in my con- 
version to-night.’ After the meeting had ended he 
told me that, sitting in the saloon of the ‘‘ Carmania’”’ 
one Sunday evening, seven-eighths drunk, he heard 
me quote a verse of Scripture to the two young con- 
verts. It was a favorite verse of his mother’s, and he 
said that it had haunted kim ever since he had landed 
in America. He had come to Philadelphia where he 


‘ had a brother, and had drunk and led a worldly life, 


but finally God’s Spirit strove so strongly with him 
that he went down to the mission determined to give 
his heart to God. As the young man told me his 
story I don’t know which was the happier, he or I. 
He declared that before he slept that night he would 
send the good news home to his old mother in the 
north of Ireland. 

I could multiply instances showing how it is possi- 
ble, and our bounden duty, to lead people to Christ 
in all sorts of places wherever we go. During the last 
few months, in Canada, and here in Philadelphia, four 
Street-car conductors have told me that they would 
begin the Christian life. One day, in an elevator in 
New York, the colored lad who was running the ele- 
vator said he would accept Christ, and that he would 
carry his Bible right with him and read it every day. 

In doing personal work I have found it absolutely 
necessary to carry a Bible with readable type in my 
pocket constantly. We cannot possibly lead people 
to Christ unless we show them the way from the Word 
of God, and how can we fight in this great warfare 
unless we have our sword with us, the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God? It was in Liver- 
pool, about a year ago, that I first began to carry my 
Bible in my coat pocket. One day I heard a man 
who had been a great sporting man in the city—an 
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amateur boxer and a referee at the biggest prize 
fights, who had been converted in the Torrey-Alex- 
ander meetings—testify that whenever he changed his 
coat he changed his Bible from one coat to the other. 
As I heard him I said to myself, ‘‘ Well, I'm ashamed 
of myself. Here I've been a Christian from boyhood, 
have been a member of the church since I was nine 
years of age, and I do not carry my Bible, while this 
man, who has been redeemed only a few months, is 
so loyal that he always carries it.’ I determined 
then and there that I would carry my Bible wherever 
I went, and during the past year I cannot express in 
words what a marvelous blessing the practise has been 
tome. I have God’s Word always at hand, for read- 
ing on the street cars and trains and for committing 
verses to memory. By the way, I commit a verse to 
memory every day, and I wish every reader might do 
the same, for the habit has been of untold benefit 
to me, 

A few years ago, in Toronto, I gave a pocket Bible 
to a newspaper reporter who is a college graduate, on 
condition that he would always carry it with him, 
read at least three chapters a day, and five on Sun- 
day, and learn a verse each day. I have recently 
received a beautiful letter from him, telling what a 
blessing and help it has been to his life to have the 
Bible always with him, and that the daily commit- 
tal of a verse to memory had given him increased 
victory over temptation. 

Reader, I don’t say that this personal work is easy, 
but I do say that it is your duty. It will seem to you 
oftentimes, as you get on a street-car or railway train, 
that it will take all the pleasure out of your journey if 
you have to be speaking to people about their souls’ 
salvation, but it is just an illustration of the truth of 
Christ's words, ‘‘ Whosoever would save his life shall 
lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake 
shall find it,’’ Are you willing to give up your own 
selfish pleasure for the sake of winning a soul from 
death to life? If so, you will find a joy unspeakable 
and full of glory springing up in the depths of your 
heart and flowing forth as a joy-bringing and joy-giv- 
ing stream. Oh, it pays a thousand times to be 
always watching for opportunities to win souls to 
Jesus. Dr. Torrey recently declared that he never 
boarded a railway train without asking God to give 
him a message. to some one about. his soul before 
the journey ended. 

About how to begin. The best way is to follow the 
advice of D. L. Moody which he gave to Dr. Torrey 
and other theological students years ago, when they 
once asked him how to begin. He told them in three 
words, ‘‘Goatit!’’ Dr. Torrey says that he went at it, 
and has been at it'ever since. The two texts I most 
frequently use are John 1 : 12 and Romans 10: 9, 10. 
The last tells of the two things which it is necessary 
to do in order to be definitely saved : first, believe in 
one’s heart ; second, confess with one’s mouth. To- 
day I consider that my first business day by day is 
not writing articles, but winning souls to Christ one 
by one ; and when I succeed in winning a person to 
Christ I am always eager to get that one started to 
doing personal work in winning others. | 

PHILADELPHIA. 





By Hilda Richmond 


a AMA, is it fifteen minutes yet?’’ called Dick 
from the piano stool. 
‘*No, dear. Don't talk, but practise,’’ 
answered mama from the other room. 

‘* But, mama, my shoe hurts my foot and I can’t 
think what I’m doing,"’ said Dick, appearing at the 
door with a very forlorn look on his face. ‘‘I guess 
I'll have to take the shoe off.”’ 

‘«Richard, you have lost five minutes now. Go 
right back to the piano and play your exercises. You 
will have plenty of time to look after the shoe after 
a while.’* Mama's tone was firm, so Dick gave a sigh 
and went bac to his task. 

One! two! three! Bang! bang! bang! Dick 
was getting down to work at last. Just outside the 
window a boy shouted and he had to run to see who 
it was. ‘«Hello, Charley,"’ he called cheerfully. 
«I'm pretty near done with my playing. Wait a few 
minutes and I'll be out."’ 
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«* Got to go to the grocery for my -mama,"’.said the 
boy. | ** Won't take me very long.” 

«« Richard |"’ said the warning voice from the next 
room and Dick sat heavily down to hunt up the place 
in the exercise book once more. 

When the clock struck three, a very smiiling little 
boy appeared at the door to say, ‘‘ Now my time's 
gone. You promised to read to me, mama, from 
Robinson Crusoe for half an hour after I finished my 
playing.”’ 

‘All right," said mama, ne. up the book. 
*«Where was 1? Oh, yes, where Crusoe finds his 
man Friday! I believe I want. drink,’’ and she put 
down the book to go to the dining-room. Dick sat 
patiently waiting for her and when she came it took a 
long time to find the place once more. 

After she had read a few lines she saw a lady pass- 
ing and said, ‘‘I must speak to Mrs, Page a minute, 
Don't lose the place.’’ But when she got up the 
book flew shut and it took Dick a long time to find 
the picture of Friday as he did not know the page. 

**Let me see,"’ said mama when she had read 
almost a page, ‘‘ Isn't this the afternoon for the boy to 
call for the laundry ?”’ 

««No, he comes on Tuesday and this is Monday,"* 
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said Dick. - ** Please do read very fast, mama, for I . 
am so anxious to hear about Crusoe."". __ 

**I'll begin just as soon as I look after that shoe 
that hurt your ** said mama. ‘‘Which one—." 

‘It doesn’t hurt a bit now, mama. Honest it 
doesn’t. Please read.’’ 

‘« Time is up,’’ said mama as the clock struck the 
half hour. ‘‘I was only to read twice as long as you 
practised."* 

‘* But you haven't read two pages,"’ said the disap- 
pointed little boy. ‘‘ You lost ever so many minutes 


-of the half hour. J wonder— Are you doing this 


mama, to show me that I lose time too?’’ 

** What do you think about it ?'’ asked his mother 
with a smile. 

‘- I'm going right back to play fifteen minutes and 

see what happens, said Dick. ‘‘I think I know what 
it will be."’ 
’ When the honest fifteen minutes were gone, mama 
was waiting with a slice of bread and jam for Dick 
and the open book in her hand, Dick thinks the 
time goes ever so much faster since he doesn’t whine 
and ask questions and waste the moments, and I 
really believe he is right about the matter. 

KenTon, OHIO. 






By Professor 





T IS one thing to look in upon a teacher at work. 
It is another thing to look out from under the 
fostering influences of a teacher at work. It is 

one thing to form a judgment of a teacher as a visitor 
to his school. It is quite another thing to form a 
judgment of a teacher as a pupil in his school. The 


power of a teacher is m by his influence upon 
his pupils, not by his impression upon observers. A 
great teacher will, it is true, impress even a casual 
visitor, but he will win the love and confidence and 
loyalty of his pupils, 

Pestalozzi was not an attractive teacher, measured 
by his critics. Professor Vulliemin has left us this 
graphic characterization of the great Swiss reformer: 
‘Imagine a very ugly man with rough, bristling 
hair, his face scarred with smallpox, and covered 
with freckles, a pointed, untidy beatd, no necktie, ill- 
fitting trousers, stockings down, and enormous shoes ; 
add to this a breathless, shuffling gait, eyes either 
large and flashing, or half closed as though turned 
within, features expressing either a profound sad- 
ness or the most peaceful happiness, speech now slow 
and musical, now thundering and hurried, and you 
will have some idea of the man we called ‘Father 
Pestalozzi.” ’’ 

Surely the general impression here conveyed is far 
from one’s ideal. Surely this man has limitations 
that few, if any, can overcome, But, see the chil- 
dren in his school crowd around him! See them pat 
his Hands, look up into his unlovely face, smile at his 
every word, and run to obey his every wish! His 
control over his pupils was marvelous, His teaching 
was an inspiration and a revelation. He was a great 
lover of children, and he was, as are ail great 
teachers, absolutely convinced that in each one was 
set the image of good and of God. To polish the 
image was his enthusiastic pu He was loved 
as few men are ever loved by children whose lives 
are hungry for the sacred ministries of a true friend. 

They caught the rhythm of his great heart-beats and 
life for them became sacred and sweet. 

Rightly to measure Pestalozzi one must measure his 
influence upon the lives of his pupils. The same is 
true of Jesus of Nazareth. His critics did not rightly 
measure his life. His followers did. To know the 
force of his great personality, one must look into the 
lives of the common men who were inspired and 
trained by him for great service to mankind. 

Let us endeavor to analyze the qualities in Jesus as 
a teacher that wrought such great influence upon his 
followers. First of all, he had a definite purpose 
and consistently held to it. Those who knew him best 
were most impressed with the fact that Jesus pos- 
sessed vision. He was teleologic. He saw all of life 
in each act of life. He grasped the essential unity of 
life, and saw each separate scene and service as part 
of a great and glorious whole. One that once knew 
him could predict of him countless acts. While your 
life and my life are wavering, unsteady, and at times 
contradictory, his was always direct, explicit, and 





consistent. While your life and my life contain 
many defeats and retreats, his was one steady, trium- 
phant advance, With directness and with positive 
assurance he met every emergency and won. It 
was this superb consistency that baffled his enemies, 
that appealed to his followers, and that made his 
followers his willing disciples. 

He knew life's absolutely. His clear 
vision and his comprehensive grasp of the issues of 
human life inspi in his followers absolute confi- 
dence. Confidence begets confiience. The basis of 
confidence is adequate knowledge. Here the long 
years of meditation and prayer told mightily in his 
behalf. The power of a teacher is conditioned by 
the confidence that his pupils may rightly repose in 
his ability. Jesus never disappointed his followers. 
He met every test of a really great leader, and met it 
heroically. When angry men menaced him, when 
shrewd, designing men endeavored to confuse him, 
when perplexed men appealed to him, when helpless 
men reached trembling hands to him, when his own 
followers framed their own fears to him,—always he 
was easily the master, the helper, the teacher. 

He visioned life correctly. To him life meant un- 
selfish service. He, better than all others, appre- 
ciated the dignity and the sacredness of life. He 
could not lend himself to any influence that lessened 
either the quality or the quantity of life that God set 
in his universe. He came that the world might have 
life, and have it more abundantly. His touch upon 
men was the touch of the life-lover and the life-giver. 
Whatever menaced life, he opposed. Whatever pro- 
moted life, he approved. Disease, the enemy of 
physical life, and sin, the enemy of spiritual life, 
alike met his constant and consistent opposition. 

It is well to ponder this regard for life. The most 
precious asset of civilization is life. Under all our 
plans and purposes, our progress and processes, lies 
the presupposition so precious to Jesus, so essential to 
us—life. Only when life is arrayed against life, when 
the act of a sordid life is given to the most unholy act 
of destroying other life, does Jesus rise up in con- 
demnation and in censure. The teacher who so far 
perverts his sacred service as to poison the stream of 
life at its fountain: is the one whom Jesus withers with 
a wo as deadly as the blight that fanged itself upon 
the falsely-pretentious fig-tree. 

All good teaching is life-giving. All good teachers 
are life-savers and life-enrichers. This is to be 
accepted literally by all teachers that aspire to teach 
in his power. Precious to men are the remote ledges 
in which are embedded the virgin gold ; more pre- 
cious still are the sandy stretches from which sparkle 
the sapphire. and the diamond ; but infinitely more 
precious to men are the gleaming gems of life that 
God’s generosity has set in the bodies of children. 
To see this life as his gift, to polish it until it reflects 
again the image of its giver, or to keep it from the 
beginning pure and unspotted as he kept it, this is 
the teacher's task. To be the holy custodian of life, 
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to vision it as God’s precious and expanding gift, to 
enrich it by contact with the laws and purposes set 
by him in world of things about us, to help it in 
its quest for kinship in the abounding life, to lead it 
at last to identify itself with the life he gave and of 
which it is part,—this is the teacher's goal. Its 
achievement is the teacher's highest reward. 

What finer testimony to a great victory—a God- 
glorifying triumph—could come from a teacher's lips 
than the prayer in John 17? Ponder it, teacher. 
Read it in your study alone, on bended knee, and 
note the transcendent power that could pray, ‘'I have 
kept them in thy name which thou hast given me: 
and I guarded them, and not one of them perished,’’ 
—save one, the nameless, traitorous one. How 
splendid is that teacher who at the last can say, as he 
takes his pupils by the hand and leads them to the 
Father: ‘‘ Here, Father, are all those whose lives I 
have touched. I have brought them to thee’’! 
‘« The glory which thou hast given me I have given 
unto them, that they may be one, even as we are 
one,’’ is the unequaled record of the Teacher of 
teachers as he lays down his work in the school of 
time to take up his work in the school of eternity. 


Questions and Suggestions 

1, What is the value of criticism that comes from the 
outside compared with that which comes from the inside ? 

2. Who best interprets the teacher’s work ? 

3. Point out the conditions in Pestalozzi’s life that made 
against his success, and also the conditions that made for 
success, 

4. What limitations can a teacher overcome ? 

5. What limitations cannot a teacher overcome ? 

6. What is the final test of a teacher’s power ? 

7. Write in order the qualities that make a great teacher. 
and apply each one to Jesus. 

8. Why should a teacher have certain well - defined 
purposes ? 

9. How on ee view of life affect your view of life? 

10. How is life related to teaglfing processes ? 

II. oy what should a teacher do with life ? 
12. you entertain consciously Jesus’ understanding 
of the value of life ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Gospel of the Devil 
By William Cleaver Wilkinson 


[The writer of the following lines would be glad to have it 
observed that his title is not ‘‘ The Devil’s Gospel,’’ but a quite 
different thing, ‘‘ The sees of the Devil,"*—that is, the good 
news paradoxically implied in the revelation = such a being 
as the Devil exists, and that he maintains a m 
in the world of human souls.] 


TRANGE thought to be unbosomed thus in 
verse, 

Strange—yet a most consolatory thought 
I find it, musing on the mystery 
Of sin, and of sin’s dreadful power in me— 
The thought of an arch-enemy of good, 
No principle, inert, impersonal, 
Abstraction of the speculative mind, 
But an embodied energy of ill, 
Animate, active, conscious, deep, malign, 
A craft, a purpose, of unmeasured might 
To tempt, deceive, seduce, corrupt, destroy,— 
Yea, blessed tragic paradox, to think 
Not all the bad, eruptive from my heart, 
Is self-engendered, willing wickedness, 
Spontaneous insurrection against God! 
Some part at least of it is from without, 
Irruption hither, ere eruption hence, 
Intrusion of a foe who undermines 
The safeguard walls of self, and entering in, 
Masked as a friend, steals welcome as a guest, 
Or sudden-storming takes the citadel, 
And openly usurps it for his own. 


ignant activity 


O Thou, yet stronger than this foe so strong, 
Help me resist him, help me overcome ! 
Bring me off conqueror, yea, more than such, 
A joyful captive in thy triumph-train, 
Who, over death and over him that hath 
The power of death, the Devil, triumphing, 
Didst in the heaven of heavens with God sit down, 
To reign there King of kings and Lord of lords. 
Keep me alertly conscious of my foe’s 
Devices, most of that supreme device, 
That master-stroke of devilish subtlety, 
The deep, demure, smug art he practises 
Of speciously pretending not to be! 


CHICAGO. 
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The Mother of the 

Primary Union 

In the passing away, at Media, Pennsylvania, on March 
15, of Mrs. Sarah M. Clark, the piney world loses one 
of its pioneer organizers, Mrs. k joined her husband, 
the late Rev. Samuel W. Clark, in organized Sunday- 
school work in New Jersey in 1860, and she was active in 
primary union work up to a few years ago. Indeed, she 
was one of the founders of the first union for primary 
teachers in the world, an4 for many years was the leader 
of the Newark Primary Union. State Secretary Fergusson 
of New Jersey, in a tribute to Mrs, Clark, says : 

‘Perhaps the most conspicuous service performed by 
Mrs, Clark was in connection with the Newark Primary 
Union, of which she was the first, and for ten years the 
sole, lesson teacher. And when, in 1880, she was called 
to go with her husband to Philadelphia, her success in re- 
organizing the work of this union on a joint basis, certain 
of the members teaching in turn, was even a greater. serv- 
ice, for in this way a company of new workers was devel- 
oped, who in time went into the field to reap where she 
had sown. Our summer school, our multiplied unions of 
primary and other teachers, and in fact our whole ele- 
mentary work, out of which has grown our Sunday-school 
gradation, is but the logical development of her self-deny- 
ing labor in a field where for almost a quarter of a century 
she led, with few to follow. 

** After Mr. Clark’s resumption of the New Jersey secre- 
taryship in April, 1882, this time on a salaried basis, he 
made his home in Paterson, and Mrs. Clark be- 
came president and a frequent teacher in the 
New York Primary Union. She there devel- 
oped the plan of a blackboard class, which has 
from the first session (1894) been so important a 
feature of our summer school work. As her 
years multiplied she withdrew more and more 
from active convention and union work, and for 
the last few years resided with her son Ernest at 
Media, Pennsylvania, Mrs. Clark’s other chil- 
dren are the Rev. Joseph Clark, D.D., Colum- 
bus, Ohio, General Secretary of the: Ohio Sun- 
day-school Association ; Miss Abigail L. Clark, 
Director of Physical Culture, Young Women’s 
Christian Association, Buffalo, New York, and 
for years leader of the Paterson Primary Union ; 
and Mrs. E. C. Batchelor, Mount Airy, Phila- 

‘ delphia. Her oldest son, the late S, Wellman 
Clark, M.D., of Jersey City, who died in 1900, 
was active in the Sunday-school work of Hud- 
son County.”’ 





% 


What I Saw in a Junior 
Department 


As it was ten minutes of three (the hour for 
commencing the session) when we arrived, we 
had time to note the appliances'in use, and to 
watch the children as they entered, 

The aceomnpanrng cut shows the arrangement 
of the room ; the folding doors on the left, con- 
necting with the primary department, and those 
in front with the senior department were not 
opened. 

The standard on the right of the platform 1s 
the song chart—the songs are stenciled on white muslin, and 
fastened as in a ieaf cluster. The frame holding the pic- 
ture roll is used on the opposite side for the historical roll, 
which is a collection a lesson. roll pictures arranged in 


chronological order to illustrate the leading events of Bible - 


history as taught in the ‘‘Bible Course.’’ This was the 
‘* Bible Course for the Young,”’ containing also Bible truth 
regarding God, prayer, the sacraments, and the like— 
given in question and answer, the very words of the Bible 
being used when possible; choice selections of Scripture 
for memorizing, and daily readings arranged for the month, 
to help the child in his daily life. ‘‘ The Bible Course ’’ was 
used as a text-book in the home, as well as taught as sup- 
plemental work in the department. 

Between the rolling doors was a blackboard. On this 
was printed the verse of the lesson hymn to be sung at the 
close of the lesson. We learned, later, that this board is 
often used for the lesson truths of the quarter. The frame 
to the left of the blackboard holds maps on one side and 
Bible books on the other. 

An assistant sat at the entrance door with a basket, 
cards, pencil and roll-book. As each child entered, the 
card containing his name was placed in the basket ; during 
the session the attendance was entered in the roll-book. 
The boys occupied the first two rows of benches, the girls 
the remainder. 

When we entered, the superintendent sat on the platform 
making final preparations for the hour: A young assistant 
having provided each child with a copy of ‘* Bible Readings 


and Church Hymns,’’-the organist being at the instrument 
(whick stands at the back of the room ready communi- 
cation between me Niger en and organist), and the 

ung man who the singing in his place, the super- 
intendent arose, = without a word raised a pencil for at- 
tention, Ri msive readings, hymns, commandments 
with chants, ceuhatien of Scripture, oa prayer followed one 
another Lag without a word of explanation except the 
—"* ** Think what the words mean as you sing and 
read,’’ 

The superintendent held a basket, reciting verses on 
giving 5 the organist played softly as the class arose and 
marched past the platform, placing their offering in the 
basket, and leaving their books on the table at the back of 
the room, and resumed their places ; remaining standing, 
all heads were bowed as they sang softly : 


‘* Bless, oh Lord, the offering 
Which thy children lay 
At thy feet rejoicing 
On this holy day. Amen.” 


The next ten minutes were devoted to a drill from the 
‘*Bible Course.’? One of the larger girls turned the 
leaves of the Historical Chart, and a boy pointed to the 
places on the maps mentioned as the questions were asked 
and answered. Holding up cards containing large letters, 
choice verses, arranged alphabetically—the ‘‘ A B C of the 
gospel’’ were taught. When the ‘‘drill’’ is on the 
‘** Books of the Bible ’’ those charts are used. If questions 


on the ‘‘ sacraments’ are to be taught, a picture of ‘* The 





Last Supper” is pinned to the board ; if ‘* prayer’? is the 
topic a child or man kneeling is shown. 

The class stood while singing. Then came the review 
of the previous Sunday’s lesson. We noted that this re- 
view was not commenced by the question, ‘‘ What was last 
Sunday’s lesson about?’’ The picture was shown, and 
all were asked to look at it in silence a moment, and be 
ready for the questions, The questions, which led from 
the picture to the truth taught, were quickly answered. 
The class was again rested by standing to repeat the Apos- 
tles’ Creed, while the windows were thrown wide open. 

For the next fifteen minutes the attention was given to 
the teaching of the International Lesson. Blackboard, 
picture roll, object, lesson hymn,—all helped in impressing 
the earnest words of the teacher as she fastened the lesson 
truth in heart and mind of the junior boys and girls, They 
were requested to write down, on their return home, and 
bring to her the next week the ‘‘teaching,’’ which had 
been boiled down to a few words and printed on the black- 
board. A closing prayer-song, and the children passed 
out, receiving their papers at the door. 

While the session was not conducted faultlessly, several 
points are worthy of note: no time was wasted in hunting 
for missing articles, in consulting teachers or pupils as to what 
should be sung, in telling them what to do, or asking them 
to keep still. The superintendent believed in action rather 
than words ; she knew what was to be done, and did it, and 
kept the scholars so occupied that they had no time for 
anything else. 





_ The room was kept well ventilated ; 
it was unpleasantly cool when we 
entered. Fresh air is a very im- 
portant adjunct to effective teaching. 
** Bible Readings and Church Hymns ”’ and ‘‘ The Bible 
Course for the Young” can be supplied by The Sunday 
School Times Company at the publishers” retail price, 
eight cents for the two.—Zvbertine Robertson, Washing- 
ton, D.C. : 
% 


“* Catching the Babies and their Mothers” 


Does any practical! benefit result from the use of the 
Cradle Roll, or is it a mere matter of sentiment? On the 
wall of the primary room hangs the roll, embellished with 
the picture of a cradled babe, over which hover his guardian 
angels. Every Sunday morning a number of little ones are 
grouped around it, while one who is able to decipher print 
reads aloud the names. A broad smile illumines the face 
of any listener when perchance his own name is read, and 


not one but is eager to have his baby brother’s or sister’s 


name written there. 
A card is sent to the home, which, upon being returned, 


' is laid in the real cradle, and the name properly entered in a 


birthday diary and on the roll, The first and second birth- 
day letters are written to the mother. In the first she may 
be directed to the source of all comfort and strength for 
the help and courage so necessary in the oft-recurring 
vigils by night and anxious care by day. In the second 
she may be reminded that now the little one may 
learn the name of Jesus in the lullaby with which 
mother rocks him to sleep. The third letter is 
sent to the child, and contains an invitation to 
come to the Sunday-school, where a little’ red 
chair is waiting for him. How .eager he is to 
come and sit in that little chair, which, to his 
mind, is his own personal property. 

If there are no older brothers ‘or sisters, it 
frequently necessitates the attendance of the 
mother. She comes for several Sundays, — It 
may be that a teacher is-absent, and a substitute 
is needed. The mother is induced to assist, and 
the instances have been innumerable in which 
she has become a permanent teacher in the 
Sunday-school. . This end is more readily ace 
complished in a graded primary department, 
where the lesson of the day is taught by the 
superintendent alone, while the assistants teach 
the supplemental work. 

The Cradle Roll is the great feeder to the pri- 
mary class, besides giving to some fagged out, 
discouraged mothers a much needed word of 
love and encouragement. When the Angel of 
Death takes a lamb from the earthly fold to its 
home with the Good Shepherd, a bunch of flowe 
ers is laid in the cradle, and afterward taken to 
the home by the teacher. If a toy cradle is used 
for cards and flowers, let the children make the 
bedding for it. They will need no urging. 
Simply help them by suggesting what article 
each should make, You will probably have a 
very elaborate cradle wardrobe. After Sunday- 
school let the bedding be carefully folded away 
in a box, and on each Sunday morning allow 
some child to make ap the bed. All this before 
the opening bell is rung. 

Frequently the parents send birthday money on the 
baby’s birthday, in some instances sending dollars instead 
of pennies. The concert prayer in which the scholars are 
led by the teacher each Sunday closes with the verse : 


‘* God bless the babies on our Cradle Roll, 
Bless them and keep them throughout each glad day, 
Watch them in dayligtit and guard them in darkness, 
May they grow gentler and sweeter each day.” 


Mrs.'C. J. Peterson, Dubuque, Iowa, 


* 
Do You Visit the Children ? 


It seems incredible that a primary teacher should fail to 
utilize the splendid opportunity afforded her to visit the 
children in their homes, but it seems to be the exception 
rather than the rule to seize this opportufiity to get ac- 
quainted with parents and the home environment of pri- 
mary children. It appears to have been taken for granted 
that the primary department is too big to expect any visita- 
tion unless a special request is made to the teacher, 
In city schools it would be a burden for one person to visit 
a hundred homes, but with several assistants there should 
be no burden. Come up to your privilege, teacher, and 
de the pastoral work in your splendid parish, and then see 
if those ‘* problems *’ that have been vexing you for so long 
do not vanish almost immediately, 


























LESSON FOR MAY 6 





The Missionary Spirit in the School 


The great awakening of Sunday-schools to interest in 
missionary matters brings with it inquiries for missionary 


literature, ly as relating to s tions for exercises 
for a monthly missionary day, ani to-now- berating 


pular, The denominational boards are giving 
much aid in the way of booklets and leaflets dealing wi 
information from the foreign fields, and indicating how it 
may be utilized y the Sunday-school. The Young Peo- 
le’s Missiona ovement, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
od published "President John Franklin Goucher’s address 
on ** The Sunday-school and Missions,’’ as well as a 
amount of other printed matter, The American Baptist 
Missionary Union of Boston gives help in its leaflets on 
** Missionary Study for Young People,’ and ‘* Foreign 
_ Missions and the Sunday-school.’’ International Lesson 
leaflets containing missionary stories are also published by 
the hes mes Sunday-school Co-operative Committee, Tre- 
mont Temple, Boston. The American Board, Congrega- 
tional House, Boston, and your own denominational 
ublishing house can be appealed to for samples of helps. 
e books noticed on page 252 of this issue of the Times 
are of especial helpfulness. 


* 


Can Your School Sing from Memory ? 


How many hymns can your Sunday-school sing with- 
out having the words before them? This question was 
once asked a number of pastors and Sunday-school super- 
intendents, and the answers given indicated that sing- 
ing in that manner had never been tried, and, if it shouli 
be done, the results would not be very satisfactory. Some 
of them went so far as to state that their school could not 

* sing. a single hymn in this manner. Others were not so 
extreme, But none of the men consulted credited his 
school with an ability to sing more than a dozen hymns 
without the books. 

These answers may have been too conservative ; no 
doubt they were. But they emphasize the point on which 
information was sought, by showing us that in our Sunday- 
school singing we are not following a policy which will 
thoroughly teach us or the children a limited number of 
good hymns, but use a great number of selections regard- 
less of their power. 

There seem to be two motives in this plan. We are 
looking for a change and for a recent hymn because it will 
go, whether it is suited to the minds and hearts of the 
scholars or not. It is new, and it has a spirited tune, so 
it is selected. New tunes are valuable, and every active 
pastor has some competent person constanWy on the look- 
out for the best of them ; but to be adopting the new with- 
out knowing the old is but a parallel of the all too preva- 
lent habit of reading only the most recently published 
literature to the neglect of the masters, For this reason, 
every good hymn-book or library contains the gems of 
many centuries, the last included, but our contemporaries 
fill only a small part of the whole. 

That the spirit of the day demands a change in the 
nature of church music, as is often claimed, remains to be 
proved. In fact, cap we not say that the recent changes 
m the music at the great religious conventions have been 
in but one direction, and that is to use the old plus the 
new, rather than the new plus the old. This was noted 
last year at Asbury Park, and out of a list of about forty 
hymns used at cone of the Northfield Students’ Young 
Men’s Christian Association Conferences, by actual count 
more than thirty were found to be familiar to the avearge 
church-goer, And a recent test made by a theological 
student on a group of slum children who had not known 
any sacred songs, showed that the tunes and words of the 

older hymns are more easily learned and more thoroughly 

pat by the little foiks than the most popular modern 
ones. 

The new songs have a place, and a very important one. 
All songs were once new, and we all feel the need of a 

eater number of hymns to express our interest in our 

ellow-men at home and abroad. Nevertheless, these 
must be chosen with the greatest care, or a very great deal 
of valuable time will be wasted on unworthy selections 
which will yield no fruit. 

But whatever may be the number of old or new hymns 
used by a school, they must be learned thoroughly by the 
scholars if the greatest benefit is to be derived. Commit- 
ting, if done by oneself, is not popular, but the songs of 
the Street are committed without any apparent effort, and 
the same is true of the chants and songs used most fre- 
quently in the services of the church. Some pastors are 
working in this way with their catechetical classes, and 
the results have been very satisfactory ; but why does the 
Sunday-school not use it ? 

The lack of novelty, and a shrinking from the idea that 
the songs are to be learned, seem to be the most important 
objections to using the same hymns until they have been 
learned thoroughly, but new hymns can be used in 
abundance, and the advantages to be gained by it are very 
great. 

Singing hymns when every one is perfectly familiar with 
the words is so unusual, since books are found almost 
everywhere, that the advantages of it, or of an ability to do 
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heads, which gives their voices a clearer and more open 
tone. The singing is more spontaneous and natural. It 
may result in a greater number of the scholars singing in 
unison, yet this difficulty, if it is considered such, can 
be overcome with a little care. But the chief reason—in 
fact, the only one that would make committing worth 
while—lies in the fact that we come to a full a tion 
and can enter fully into the spirit of a hymn only after we 
have committed the words. Then it becomes a part of us; 


then we can use it anywhere and at any time; then the 


thought-forms of the writer become ours, and in moments 

of meditation they will bring with them the rich associa- 

tions of the services - which = used them. who 
If we grant that the state of deepest apprecia' 

divine things is the attitude of the song-writer,—the Psalm- 


ist, for example,—then it is for us who cannot proceed 


alone and write songs to commit the lines of our favorite 
writers, permit their words to become a of us, and 
rise with them. If no attempt is made at this, may we not 
ask why we should sing sacred songs in our worship in 
preference to sensible secular music, which would also be 
useful in a measure ? 

Singing, like pyeehing, should flow from the heart. 

This calls for a thorough knowledge of the matter in hand, 
but with it comes religious enthusiasm and spiritual 
growth. . 
’ When hymns are thoroughly learned, the words and 
music become united, the one suggesting the other. This 
fact causes one to raise a protest to a new tune to old 
words, and most persons.agree in that. It also gives one 
an interest in the writers of hymns, a group of persons 
who seem to be almost entirely neglected unless they hap- 
pen to be known for some other religious activities. Their 
works come nearer to us and influence us more deeply 
than any other literature, and can we not say that an ac- 
quaintance with their lives would edify us also ?— 7he Rev. 
Clayton H. Ranck, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Wanted, a Teacher! 


In many of our Sunday-schools to-day the superintendent 
is confronted with a serious problem in the fact that there 
is a lack of teachers on whom he may call in an emergency, 
or when there is a new class to be supplied, or a vacancy to 
be filled. And it is well known that when a new teacher is 
wanted she is needed right. away, and there is not always 
time before the lesson begins to go out into the highways 
and byways, or into the church, to compel her to come in. 

If there is a Bible class in the school, it is by no means 
always well to draw on its membership offhand, though 
undoubtedly there may be the material in the class for the 
making of good teachers. 

Where, then, is the superintendent to obtain his teachers 
if the eligible membership of the church has been ex- 
hausted? There is a possible way out of the difficulty, and 
the plan is feasible in the small school. 

ere are in all Sunday-schools older scholars, many of 
whom are members of the church, who, with the proper 
training, might become efficient teachers. There is no 
norma class, no training class, in the school. How shall 
these scholars be prepared for the important work of the 
Sunday-school ? 

Let the superintendent select those scholars who in his 
judgment are capable of becoming good teachers, And if 
there is a superintendent of a small school who does not 
know his scholars well enough to make such a selection, he 
is on the wrong track, and either should tender his resigna- 
tion or at once remedy this glaring deficiency by becoming 
acquainted with the young men and women of his Sunday- 
school. 

Having made his selection, the superintendent will have 
a talk with the prospective candidates, telling them of his 
plans for their future in the school, and what he expects of 
them. And more than that, he will pray for them. If he 
has done his work properly, the promise has been given by 
each scholar to becomeateacher. The superintendent now 
ew in the hands of the favored scholars, whether in the 

ible class, the young men’s class, or the young ladies’ 
class, ‘he literature and helps with which the regular 
teachers are supplied, and which they are to study as dili- 
gently ; and it will be found that they do. In addition to 
the regular helps, they are given to study as a text-book, 
**Sunday-school Success,”” by Amos R. Wells; and of 
course other books may be used in conjunction. 

It may be for many months that the student pursues her 
course before she is called on to teach. But as she sits in 
her class the lessons possess an added interest and a new 
beauty that they did not have before, and she not only 
listens and participates as a scholar, but as a teacher as 
well ; for has there not been given her the opportunity to 
achieve the highest honor the school affords, that of lead- 
ing young souls to the feet of the Master ? 

There comes a day when she is told to be ready to take 





Bditor’s Note.—The plan described by Mr. Robb has been 
tried in his Sunday-school with marked success. The Sun- 
day-school numbers something over two hundred, and sev- 
= nd cent of its fourteen teachers have been trained ir the 
school. 
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rintendents Are Doing 


so, are frequently overlooked. The scholars elevate their 








a class any Sunday that she may be called upon to do so, 
and she becomes a ‘‘minute man.’’ And then that Sun- 
day arrives when she substitutes for an absent teacher, for 
the first time; and much may depend on the result 
achieved in the short hour in which she is given to prove 
herself. A little later she may substitute three or four suc- 
cessive Sundays, or perhaps she takes a class for the sum- 
mer ; and then back to her own class and study she goes, 
and profiting by her experience strengthens the weak 
places in her methods. en comes that Sunday when 
the new class is brought in from the primary department, 
and she becomes its proud possessor; a ‘*regular’’ 
teacher at last, the most favo in that her are 
fresh from the hand of the primary teacher, and hers is 
the privilege to mold and strengthen their characters, per- 
haps for eternity, and guide the little feet in the way of 
Life. Or it may be that a class of boys or girls is to be 
supplied with a teacher, and the scholar who has been in 
training in the Bible class or the young men’s class is called 
upon to take up the work of his predecessor, that task 
often so difficult to perform in the Sunday-school, and 
which sometimes makes the old veteran hesitate. 

What are the results of this system, or plan? The super- 
intendent has not had to call upon some one at haphazard 
to fill a vacancy for a Sunday, or to supply a new class, but 
turns the class over to a teacher who aA enjoyed the ad- 
vantage of the training in. the school, and who has grown 
up in its very atmosphere ; who understands all its work- 
ings and plans, and knows for what it stands in the com- 
munity. And as the list of eligibles is always receiviu, 
additions, the school is material gopn am Indeed, 
strong is that school that can use its scholars in this man- 
ner; and blessed are the results that follow the efforts of a 
consecrated teacher so trained.—Arthur Robb, Washing- 
ton, D. C. ms 


The Best Review Sunday We Ever Had 


Review Sunday has often confronted superintendents, and 
many times has brought with it something of dread. Not 
infrequently, perhaps, after the particular Sunday is past, 
and the superintendent has done his best to answer the 
question, he looks back'upon it with something of a sense 
of failure, and thinks of it as having been a dull and unin- 
teresting hour, 

We confess to having shared these experiences. But 
our last experience was of such a different character that 
we venture to suggest it to the readers of The Sunday 
School Times as one way of solving the problem. 

We began planning for the review even before the be- 
ginning of the quarter. Two weeks in advance a certain 
Sunday was assigned to a class as ‘‘ their’? Sunday. On 
that Sunday the entire class, or a chosen representative, 
took special part in the program by singing, reciting, or 
reading a selection appropriate to the lesson. This added 
variety to each Sunday’s program stimulated class loyalty, 
and engendered a wholesome class rivalry. It also gave 
opportunity for a week-night gathering of the class at the 
home of the teacher for practise, and consequently a closer 
acquaintance between teacher and scholars. When review 
Sunday came there was no question of what todo, It was 
understood from the beginning that the special features of 
the quarter would be repeated, and thus each: class would 
be responsible for its part of the program. 

The result was beyond our expectations, The day had 
lost its dread ; all looked forward to it with pleasure. ‘The 
attendance, instead of falling off, was above the average, 
each scholar feeling called upon to be present, and to do 
his best. The titles of the lessons and the Golden Texts, 
with Scripture references, were called for in their order 
and given by the entire school or by classes or divisions ; 
remarks were made by the superintendent emphasizing im- 
portant lessons, or giving a needed introduction to the 
special number that was to follow, and the classes ren- 
dered their selections at the proper time. 

We look back upon the hour as both happy and inspir- 
ing, and think of it as the ‘*‘ best’’ review Sunday we have 
yet had, as well as the best quarter’s work.—/. Kenneth 
Pfohl, Winston-Salem, N.C. 


4 
An Organ or Piano Almost Free of Charge 


Many a Sunday-school is hampered in its work because 
it cannot afford to buy an organ, but if an opportunity 
were given to secure one at the cost of repairs and ship- 
ment, the expense could easily be arranged for. Such an op- 
portunity is offered by the firm of C. J. Heppe & Son, 1117 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, who make this offer to The 
Sunday School Times readers : 

**Our stock of second-hand organs has increased very 
materially of late, and we have a number of good instru- 
ments here which we would like to present to Sunday- 
schools on the same terms as before. We have also a lim- 
ited number of good square pianos, of which some Sunday- 
schoois might like to avail therhselves. The repairs on 
these instruments would range from $10 to $35 each. 

**We have a great many organs on hand at present, 
some of which will cost as low as $5 apiece to repair; 
others, $7, $8, and $10."’ 
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LESSON 6. MAY 6. THE PARABLE OF THE TARES 


Matt. 13 : 24-30, 26-43. (Read Matt. 13 : 31-35, 44-53 ; Mark 4: 26-29.) Memory verse: 30 
Golden Text: Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.—Gal. 6:7 


COMMON VERSION 


24 4 Another parable put he forth unto 
them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is lik- 
ened unto a man which sowed good seed in 
his field : 

35 But while men slept, his enemy came 
and sowed tares among the wheat, and went 


his Mo 
26 But when the blade was sprung up, and 
wor forth fruit, then appeared the tares 


So the servants of the householder came 
and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow 
es seed in thy field? from whence then 

ath it tares? 

28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done 
this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou 
then that we go and gather them up? 

29 But he said, Nay ; lest while ye gather 


AMERICAN REVISION 


24 Another parable get he before them, say- 
ing, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a 
man that sowed good seed in his field : 25 but 
while men slept, his enemy came and sowed 
1 tares also among the wheat, and went away. 
26 But when the blade sprang up and brought 
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 27 
And the *servants of the householder came 
and said unto him, Sir, didst thou not sow 
good seed in thy field? whence then hath it 
tares? 28 And he said unto them, ® An enemy 
hath done this. And the *servants say unto 
him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather 
them up? 29 But he saith, Nay; lest haply 
while ye gather up the tares, ye root up the 


COMMON VERSION 


unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable 
of the tares of the field. 

37 He answered and said unto them, He 
that soweth the good seed is the Son of man ; 

38 The field is the world; the good seed 
are the children of the kingdom ; but the tares 
are the children of the wicked one; 

39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil ; 
the harvest is the end of the world; and the 
reapers are the angels. ; 

40 As therefore the tares are gathered and 
burned in the fire ; so shall it be in the end of 
this world, 

41 The Son of man shall send forth his 
angels, and they shall gather out of his king- 
dom all things that offend, and them whic 
do iniquity ; 





AMERICAN REVISION 


him, saying, Explain unto us the parable of 
the tares of the field. 37 And he answered 
and said, He that soweth the good seed is the 
Son of man; 38 and the field is the world; 
and the good seed, these are the sons of the 
kingdom ; and the tares are the sons of the 
evil one; 39 and the enemy that sowed them: 
is the devil: and the harvest is the end of 
the world ; and the reapers are angels. 40 
As therefore the tares are gathered up and 
burned with fire ; so shall it be in ¢ the end of 
the world. 41 The Son of man shall send 
forth his angels, and they shall gather out of 
his kingdom all things that cause stumbling, 
and them that do iniquity, 42 and shall cast 








uP the tares, ye root up also the wheat with 


them. wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together 


30 Let both grow together until the harvest: until the harvest: and in the time of the har- _ teeth. 


and in the time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers, Gather Loyd first the tares, and 
bind them in bund 

gather the wheat into my barn. 


36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and 36 Then he left the multitudes, and went age ® See ver. 9. 
went into the house: and his disciples came into the house: aad his disciples came unto 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


OW long ought we to be willing to wait for the 
working out of God's plans? How long for 
the working out of our own plans in his service ? 

Some of us begin to get impatient if, after six months 
of honest effort in aright direction, things don’t come 
to pass. Others may be patient longer than that, 
but after a year, or three years, or five years, or 
fifteen years, we begin to chafe over the delay. 
Patience is a hard lesson to learn; but until we have 
learned it, we cannot serve God acceptably in his 
kingdom on earth. ‘Those who have learned it are 
his best workers. Do you realize what a secret of 

wer patience has been in the marvelous work of 

r. Torrey? That for three years he and his fellow- 
workers prayed, and continued to pray with scarcely 
a sign of encouragement, for the coming of a world- 
wide revival? Did it pay? 

The lesson of slow growth was one of the many 
that Jesus found itso difficult for his disciples to 
learn. It was one of those which he taught from the 
lakeside in the chapter giving his seven parables on 
the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 13), and, as Professor 
Sanders and Dr. Dunning wisely suggest, these 
seven parables should be made the basis of our study 
and teaching this week. The sower and soil parable 
of last week is one of the seven; two more have to do 
with seed, one with leaven, two with treasure costing 
all that one has, and one with the miscfflaneous 
catch of a great drag-net. Dr. McLaren's opening 
paragraph notes the two groups into which the seven 
parables fali, and the special teaching of the first 
group of four, Why the disciples needed this teach- 
ing and its encouragement, because of their faulty 
ideas of the kingdom and of his mission, is pointed 
out in Professor Sanders’ first paragraph. 

Our plans for good, and ’s plans for good, are 
constantly being interfered with. We must recog- 
nize this, and learn how to act wisely in view of the 
interference, as God does, and as he is willing to 
teach us todo. That is one lesson of the parable of 
the wheat and the tares. We are warned before- 
hand, and we ought not to be surprised when we find 
that the Devil has been at work. The illustration of 
the tare-sowing enemy was easily recognized by 
Jesus’ hearers, as Mrs. Howie’s last paragraph sug- 
gests. We have no right to share in what Dr. Goss, 
in his second paragraph, pertinently calls ‘‘ the eter- 
nal surprise of the ages” over the discovery of evil 
in with the good. Christ wants us to realize that 
evil is a certain factor, and to reckon accordingly. 

But when we discover that Satan’s work is insepa- 
rably intertwined with God’s work here on earth, 
what then? Shall we attempt to forcibly root up and 
throw out everything that is wrony, or tnat looks 
wrong? Shall we refuse to live and work in the 
same: church with persons of whom we cannot a 
prove? If we do, we are likely to find ourselves in 
the predicament that the sugar-planter of Jamaica 
brought on when he destroyed the rats by the mon- 
gooses (Illustrations, 5). he sure harmfulness of 
this attempt is emphasized in Dr. Dunning’s fifth 
paragraph. No; we are to keep steadily on with the 
work that God has set us to do, working with all men, 


vest I will say to the reapers, Gather up first 
es to burn them: but. the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn 
them ; but gather the wheat into my barn. 


oy pera nce yg Bee po them into the furnace of fire: there shall be 


the weeping and the gnashing of teeth. 43 


43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as Then shall the righteous shine forth as the 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who sun in the kingdom of their Father. He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. 


hath ears,® let him hear, ' 


1 Or, darnel % Gr. bondservants. *Gr. A man that is an enemy. 4 Or, the consummation of the 


= bd bd + 


striving to bring all men to him, and trusting God 
that in his own good time every good purpose of his 
will be brought to fulfilment, and the true and the 
false will be finally separated. That was the lesson 
of encouragement and of patience which Jesus wished 
his disciples of then and of now to learn. 

But there are other lessons that we may take 
from this parable for ourselves. For one thing, the 
evil seed-sowing is very likely to occur while we, 
like Little Bill, think we are wide awake (Dr. Goss’ 
first paragraph). And every bit of evil seed that we 
allow to sowed in ourselves hurts not only our- 
selves but those near us, as that experiment with the 
inferior grass seed, told of in the fourth Illustration, 
proved. If we guard against danger, we may be able 
to avert some of the enemy’s work, even though it 


hurts to do so, as did the sensible, keen-eyed farmer , 


who tore up the pretty daisy plant that the eastern 
woman out west had been cherishing. (Illustrations, 
6) And we need never fear to uproot evil out of 
our own personal lives, just as ‘vigorously and ruth- 
lessly as we know how: Dr. Goss, in his third para- 
garph, shows that the parable doesn’t forbid ¢ha/. 

Another truth that we may draw, as a ‘‘ by-prod- 
uct,” from the parable, where the literal figure, of 
course, does not hold, is that the wheat in the world, 
Christ’s followers, may and must strive to transform 
the world’s tares into wheat. Dr. McLaren, in his 
eighth and ninth paragraphs, makes this very clear, 
and shows that the very intertwining, inseparable as 
it is, of the lives of the saved and the unsaved, 
heightens this privilege and obligation. Every true 
member of the kingdom beeomes a creative power to 
extend it, Dr. Dunning shows in his third para- 
en ey op that without leaving home or school or 

usiness to do so, 

If the work of God and his children is constantly 
being interfered with by the great adversary, it is 
true on the other hand that the work of the great 
adversary is constantly being interfered with by the 
work of bod and his children; and Christ’s parables 
of the kingdom show in glorious clearness which in- 
terference counts for most in the long run. It is a 
startling, sobering thought that our Anglo-Saxon 
Christianity is yet so far from what it might be that 
some Japanese who have lived among us do not see 
that their nation would be helped by the gospel 
(third Illustration). But that fact should challenge 
and arouse us, not discourage, for we know who the 
Sower is, and what the sure harvest will be. And 
let us remember that the fact that Christ will in the 
end destroy all the evil in the universe does not free 
us from our present duty to work with him in estab- 
lishing his kingdom; and that the surest and quickest 
way to be safe from the harmfulness of the tares is to 
convert those tares into wheat-producing wheat. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 


(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue) 


What ‘‘ end of the world ’’ means (Riddle, on v. 39). 

How careless or dishonest Oriental farmers do not try to 
separate the tares from wheat after harvesting ; and the 
result (Howie, 2). 

If we would shine then we must keep in the sunshine 
now (Illustrations, last). 

Let us not run the risk of entering the scrap-pile of the 
universe (Goss, 4). 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


Wherein the parables were wonderful (Sanders, ‘* Lead 
ing Thought ’’). , 

‘* What we become here determines what we shall be 
hereafter, and with whom we shall eternally consort ’’ 
(McLaren, next to the last). : 

The noblest life here is but a pale light compared with 
what it will be hereafter (McLaren, last). 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week’s Lesson 
To be assigned by the teacher, perhaps giving only one question 
to each pupil, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday. 
Read Mark 4: 35-41. 

Read Matt. 8 : 28-34, Mark 5 : 1-20, Luke 8: 26-39, and 
make a list of the facts mentioned by each one of the Gos- 
pel writers which are not given. by the other two, 

How far was it across the sea of Galilee, from Caper- 
naum to ‘‘ the country of the Gerasenes ’’ ? 

What do you understand was the trouble with ‘‘a man 
with an unclean spirit ’’ ? ; 

How do you account forthe demoniac’s words to Jesus, 
in verse 7 (see also Matt. 8: 29)? 

What is, to you, the most interesting fact about the man 
after the evil spirits had been cast out from him ? 

How would you explain the people’s reason for doing 
what they did, as recorded in verse 17 ? 

Ten simpler questions on next Sunday's lesson will be 
found in the “ Study and Question Manual,’’ an eight-page 
Se gt y ‘ the International Teacher- raining 

cretary, Mr. W.C. Pearce, and. published by The Sunday 

School Times Co. Each pamphiet contains questions on the 


lessons of the entire Quarter, and will be supplied at 2‘cents 
each, or $1 a hundred. 





PHILADELPHIA. 
% 
Long-suffering is not always wrong suffering. 
ional 


Difficult Points Explained 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
How to Locate this Lesson 


T IS probable that Mark 4 : 21-29 should be placed 
before this lesson, but this is not certain. 
Place.—The parable of the tares was spoken 
to the multitude, and probably from the boat (see 
last lesson), but the explanation was given to the 
disciples in ‘‘the house” (v. 36), apparently his usual 
residence at Capernaum. 
Time.—During ‘‘the busy day,” in the autumn of 
781, year of Rome,—that is, A.D. 28. 
The sequence of the seven parables.—As the para- 
ble of the sower primarily points to the beginning of 
the Christian dispensation, and the last parable (the 
net cast into the sea) to its close, there may be a 
chronological order in the seven. But while succes- 
sive periods may be indicated, each parable has its 
application in every age. If the parable of the tares 
refers primarily to the rise of error in the early cen- 
turies, its lessons hold good throughout all the Chris- 
tian centuries. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 24.—Another parable: In emphatic posi- 
tion.—Set he before them: More exact than ‘put 
forth unto.” he multitudes seem to have been 
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present (v. 36).—Sowed good seed: A single act is 
indicated; ‘‘ good” is emphatic.—/n Ais field: See 
verses 37, 38. ‘ 

Verse 25.—Wé£ile men slept: An incident to ex- 
plain the secret sowing of the tares.—Sowed fares 
also: Probably ‘‘darnel,” resembling wheat, but a 
noxious weed. ‘‘Also” is added, since the better- 
attested reading means ‘‘ sowed in addition to.” 

Verse 27.— servants : Greek, ‘‘ bondservants,” 
not ‘‘the reapers” (sec v. 39).—Householder : Some- 
times rendered ‘‘master of the house,” and in the 
Authorized Version, ‘‘ good man of the house.” The 
conversation in verses 27-29 is natural, but is not ex- 
plained in detail.—Didst thou not: Implying an 
affirmative answer. 

Verse 28.—An enemy: Greek, ‘‘A man fha? zs an 
enemy,” emphasizing his character.—Say: Better 
attested than ‘‘said.” The servants were watchful, 
= wise. ‘ ery ee 4 * 

erse —Nay; lest haply: Suggesting a proba- 
ble a The head po them we Together with 
them,” owing to the intertwining of the roots. At 
this stage of growth separation would be hurtful. 

Verse 30.—Let both grow together until the har- 
vest: This is the main point in the interpretation 
of the parable (vs. 39-43).—TZime of the harvest: 
Literally, ‘‘season."—Gather up first the tares: 
See on verses 41, 42.—My barn: Or, ‘* garner,” as in 
Matthew 3.: 12.—The parables of the mustard seed 
and of the leaven follow (vs. 31-34). 

Verse 36.—7hen he: *‘ Jesus” is not well attested. 
—Left the multitudes: More exact than ‘‘sent 
away,” as the context shows.—£xf/ain: So the 
oldest authorities. 

Verse 37.—Said: ‘‘ Unto them” is a later addition. 
—Is the Son of man: Jesus thus virtually declares 
himself the King in this ‘‘kingdom of heaven,” for 
he is the ‘‘householder” and the angels are ‘‘ his” 
v. 41). 

; Verse 38.—T7he field is the world: The world of 
men is the usual New Testament sense of the term. 
It often implies the evil world in contrast with be- 
lievers; but not here (see below), since both wheat 
and tares grow in this ‘‘ field.” In classical usage it 
refers to the world of nature, in its order and beauty. 
—Sons of the kingdom.... sons of the evil one: 


— 


Wheat a 


By Alexander 


HIS parable is evidently connected with the pre- 
ceding one of the Sower. Christ sows the seed 
of the word, and his world-wide “and continu- 

ous activity may also be represented as sowing, in 
the field of the world, the ‘‘ good seed” of ‘‘the 
children of the kingdom.” That is a striking view 
of his work through the ages. It is to be noted that 
the seven parables in this chapter are divided into 
two groups, one containing four and one containing 
three, and that the group of four sets forth varying 
aspects of the progress of the kingdom, and thus 
evidently shows that Jesus looked for a long period 
of its development on earth. This parable has been 
misused by being pressed into the controversy as to 
the right of the church to keep itself pure by excom- 
municating evil doers, with which controgersy it has 
nothing to do. Jesus’ own detailed interpretation 
starts with ** The field is the world,” and that must 
be kept in view in every inte tation of ours. The 
real points brought out are the earthly form of the 
kingdom in a world of mingled good and evil and its 
heavenly form in a world of unmingled — 

The Kingdom in its Earthly Form. me subsid- 
iary points may be noticed before dealing with the cen- 
tral lesson of the parable. Jesus claims the world 
as ‘‘his field,” and leads us to think of his merciful 
activity as energizing in all lands—a grand sweep 
of prophetic vision. He regards his activity as 
being counter-worked by that of an enemy, whose 
malicious work is made sible by men’s slumbers. 
When we sleep the Devil wakes, and is busy. The 
weed called here ‘‘tares” is properly a bastard 
wheat or darnel, which is indistinguishable from 
wheat till it eats, and then is quite unlike it. Im- 
mature Christians and undeveloped woridlings may 
be much alike, but there is no mistaking a full-blown 
saint or a full-grown ‘‘son of the evil one.” When 
each character has completely carried out its line of 
direction, each is the exact opposite of the other. 
There are too many Christians to-day of whom no 
man, looking at their lives, could say whether they 
were wheat or darnel. 

‘« The servants of the householder” are not inter- 
preted by Jesus, and possibly that fact may indicate 
that they are unimportant and merely vehicles for 
expressing the surprise at the mtngled crop and the 
proposal to root up the intrusive weed. Clearly they 
are not meant to represent Christ’s earthly servants, 
for these are the ‘‘wheat.” Can we suppose that 
they may represent the wonder of heavenly beings 
at the mingled apparent results of the painful toil 
and siffering of Jesus? 
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‘“Children” is inexact in both clauses, ‘‘sons” is 
used, as often, with a defining genitive, 

Verse 39.—The end of the world: Or, “the con- 
summation of the age.” This does not mean, as 

pularly supposed, ‘‘the destruction of the earth,” 
but the close of the present dispensation. The term 
here rendered ‘ d” conveys an idea of time even 
when it should be rondered ‘‘ world.” The Revised 
Version, in its margins, indicates when this is the 
Greek term. (A third term, usually referring to the 
Roman empire, is indicated by the margin ‘‘in- 
— earth.”)—Ange/s; There is no article in the 

reek. 

Verse 40.—T7he end of the world: As in verse 39, 
‘*this” being very poorly attested. 

Verse 41.—Gather out of his kingdom; Out of the 
field in which tares and wheat have wn together. 
This is put first, in accordance with the necessity of 
the parable.— 7hat cause stumbling: That is, into 
sin.- ** Offend”’ is now too weak. 

Verse 42.-- The furnace of Zi ve: ** The” here points 
to the well-known figure for future punishment.— 7he 
weeping and the gnashing of teeth: The American 
Revisers repeat the article ‘‘ the,” which occurs twice 
in the Greek. 

Verse 43.—T7hen shall the righteous shine forth 
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father: This 
points to the new and eternal phase of the kingdom 
of heaven, when believers shall enjoy the full privi- 
lege of sons.— He that hath ears: Not ‘* who,” which 
represents another form. ‘To hear” is not well 
attested. In the fourth and fifth centuries this para- 
ble was used by Augustine and others in opposing 
severe church discipline. They identified the king- 
dom with the visible church. Their opponents too 
‘*world” to mean the evil world in contrast with the 
church. Neither was right. The parable refers to 
the world in which good and evil are developed side 
by side. It does not forbid discipline, but does teach 
patience. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


+ 


There is a difference between patience with the 
wanderer and approval of his course. 


— 


nd Tares 
McLaren, D.D. 


It is to be noted that the reason for not rooting out 
the tares. is. not the imposesbility of distinguishing 
them from the wheat, for the servants had distin- 
guished them, but it is the intertwining of the roots 
so inextricably that it was impossible to pull up the 
one without the other. The rooting out is something 
that removes the tares from the field which is ‘‘the 
world,” and so is something much graver than any 
sentence of excommunication or the like. Its result 
would be a world, not a church, consisting entirely 
of ‘‘children of the kingdom.” 

Now the upshot of the whole is the teaching that, 
in its earthly form, the kingdom is to develop in in- 
extricable association with the world. The truth 
taught is the same as that which is taught in the 
following parable of the leaven, namely, that just as 
that is kneaded up with, and hid in, the meal, so the 
kingdom is to be in the world, only that, in the latter 
parable, the transforming influence of the kingdom 
on the world in which it is hid is brought out, as the 
metaphor of our parable did not admit of doing. 

The final parable of the net with its two tinds of 
fish embodies the same lesson of the intermingling 
of the two kinds of men, but differs from this one in 
showing that that intermingling will occur in the 
kingdom itself in its earthly development and not 
only in the world. The occurrences of this final 
parable is a strong argument against taking the 

resent one to have any refesence to the church, as 
in that case there: would be two parables with the 
same general lesson. 

What our Lord, then, would have his servants un- 
derstand, is that his kingdom is to advance in the 
midst of the world and worldly men. Saints are so 
closely intertwined with sinners in families. busi- 
ness, civic and national relations, that isolation is 
impossible. Society is not organized here on the 
principle of similarity of religious character. Good 
men and bad men have many things to do in com- 
mon, and there are a hundred indestructible fila- 
ments, thank God, which bind us all together, quite 
irrespective of our goodness or badness, or of our 
relation to him. 

This parable says nothing as to the reasons for such 
close association, but that of the leaven gives a hint 
of them. Christians are planted, or, as the parable 
says, ‘‘sown,” in the world, in order that they may 
influence the world. The tares may become wheat, 
and the wheat grows with its roots intertwined with 
theirs, that it may, by God's grace, effect the blessed 
change. If my life is closely atid sometimes lovingly 
braided up along with lives that do not love Jesus, 
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what follows as to my duty? Is that not a call to me 
to use the association as a channel through which 
may flow influences and a message that will com- 
mend my heart's Beloved tothem? Instead of argu- 
ing about whether this parable forbids the church to 
try to keep itself pure, we should do better to feel 
that it commands us to try to bring all lives that 

w in the wide field of the world, and especially 
those with which we are in the closest association, 
into the love of him whom wé love. 

Nor should we forget that the parable implicitly 
condemns the attempt to secure the isolation of the 
children of the kingdom, by the way of their withdraw- 
ing themselves from association with worldly men. 
‘* Ye are the salt of the earth,” said Jesus. But of what 
use would the salt be if it were not rubbed into the 
meat? Would it preserve a carcass from putrefying 
if it were kept in a sack beside it? How can Chris- 
tians save the world from rotting unless they mix 
with the world? Every kind of Christian asceticism 
which gathers up its skirts round it, and mainl 
strives to keep itself mone by keeping itself 
apart, flies in the face of this ssakte, and tries to 
avoid that growing together which Jesus lays down 
in it as the condition of things ‘till the harvest.” 

2. The Kingdom in its Heavenly Form. We are 
not to press all the details of the description of the 
process by which that heavenly form is brought 
about, but two main points emerge which it is the 

urpose of the parable to impress on the followers of 

esus. There is to be a rearrangement of men on 
the basis of character, and in that rearrangement 
both classes will be more intensely their real selves, 
and the one will be glorious, and for the other an 
awful destruction is reserved. When the temporary 
bonds of earthly society come to an end, a new prin- 
ciple of aggregation will come into play and have 
exclusive sway. ‘‘ Being let go, they went to their 
own company,”—the society which they resembled, 
and for which they were fit. As Peter said, with 
merciful refusal to determine Judas’ fate and with 
perfect confidence in God’s unerifig judgment, ‘* he 
went to his own place,” so we shall ail find ourselves 
at last in the society and state to which by our deep- 
est affinities we belong. What we become here in 
the mingled society of this world determines what we 
shall be hereafter, when all that was partially devel- 
oped and often-thwarted tendency will be complete 
accomplishment and achievement; and what we shall 
be, decides where we shall be and with whom we 
shall eternally consort. 

And since the necessary association on earth with 
men of all sorts hinders both the children of the 
kingdom and the children of the Evil One from fully 
developing their true direction and bringing their 
deepest tendencies into complete manifestation, the 
aggregation with their like will intensify their char- 
acteristics, and ‘‘ then shall the righteous blaze out 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” The 
noblest Christian life here is but a pale light, swathed 
often in darkening clouds, and with many a spot on 
its surface, sometimes eclipsed, and at its zenith for 
a brief moment in the long day; but hereafter, when 
all these lesser lights are seathhbed together, and lie 
clustered near ‘‘the very Fountain itself of heavenly 
radiance,” they will glow with a new luster, and in 
the fulness of their union with him who 1s the light 
of that perfect city of the saints will share in his 
changeless glory, and themselves be without ‘ vari- 
ableness or shadow of turning.” 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
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More whea? is a better cure than much weeding. 








sie: UT Wuire MEN S.ert, His ENeEmMy CAME AND 
Sowep TaRES ALSO AMONG THE WHEAT” 
(v. 25).—Probably no native of Palestine 
ever opens a dictionary or a work on botany to learn 
what “‘tares” are, for those who have not suffered 
themselves from a mixture of tares with wheat have 
at least seen or heard of the sufferings of others. 

In some districts, particularly in the plain known 
as the Bukaa, or the Valley of Lebanon, between 
Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, tares grow among wheat, 
and the task of eradicating this poisonous plant is 
well-nigh impossible. The servants of the house- 
holder, therefore, underestimated the difficulty of the 
work which they proposed. Asa matter of fact, the 
Syrian peasant has no alternative but to allow wheat 
and tares to grow together, and he threshes them 
together. Various attempts, more or less ineffectual, 
are made to separate wheat from tares. If the peas- 
ant is conscientious, he does not grind this mixed tares 
and wheat, but sells it as feed for domestic fowls; but 
if he be not particular, or if, in his judgment, the pro- 
portion of tares in the wheat is not sufficiently large 
to do harm, he grinds it and selisit as fleur, and the 
buyers see no difference between it and other flour. 
But when the flour is made into bread, those who eat it 
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begin to suffer. In extreme cases, the effects are 
worse thar those experienced in the worst cases of 
sea-sickness, and the patient may take two.or three 
days to recover, and for a week after continues to 
experience a feeling of dizziness, often expressed in 
the saying, ‘* The earth is being upset.” 

‘**An Enemy Hatu Done Tus” (v. 28).—A few 
evenings ago, with the facts of this lesson in view, 
Dr. Howie guided the conversation of the company 
to this subject. A: priest stated that he knew of 
cases in which, while men slept at night, an enem 
sprinkled a solution of salt on their neighbors’ mul- 
berry trees, with the consequence that the silk- 
worms (which fed on the sprinkled leaves) died. 
Other persons present remembered similar instances. 
I have known cases where people awoke to find their 
plants wantonly and maliciously rooted up. and left 
on the spot. They said, ‘‘An enemy hath done 


this.”’ 


Bryrout, Syria. 
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The Journeys of Jesus 
By Frederic W. Chamberlain 


HE parable of the tares has two settings. The 

able itself was told from the boat in which 

Jesus was sit:ing as he taught the multitude on 

the shore of the Sea of Galilee at Capernaum. It was 

followed by the parables of the growing — (Mark 

4 . 26-29) of the mustard-seed, of the leaven, and 
others. 

Leaving the multitude on the mga Pm went up 
into the city and to the house in which he was stay- 
ing. Here his disciples found him, as, thoughtful 
over his statement of the parable of the tares, they 
sought his explanation of it. And the application of 
the parable was given for the asking. 

Turee Oaks, MICH, 


True reform always goes deeper than an uprooting. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 





**I Intended To” 


HATSOEVER a man soweth that shall he also 
reap (Golden Text). S. D. Gordon tells the 
story of a visit made by a minister toa homein 

which a daughter, a young woman, had justdied. At 
the house he met nis assistant, who had charge of the 
mission where the young woman had been an at- 
tendant. ‘* Was Mary aChristian?” he asked. The 
assistant hung his head, as he answered, ‘‘ Three 
weeks ago I had a strong impulse to speak to her, 
but I did not; and I do not know.” e met the 
Sunday-school teacher in whose class the young girl 
had been, and asked the same question. ‘I intended 
to speak to Mary, but I did not ; and I do not know,” 
was her response. He asked the mother. The 
stricken woman sobbed out: ‘*A week ago a Voice 
came to me and whispered, ‘Speak to Mary,’ and I 
thought of it, but I did not at the time, and you 
know how unexpectedly she went away ; and I do 
not know.” These three—the minister, the teacher, 
and the mother—sowed neglect, and ben? reaped the 
fruit of their neglect—the awful thought that per- 
haps, owing to their failure to listen to the prompt- 
ings of the Spirit, an immortal soul had gone out into 
eternal darkness.—Z7he Rev. John T. Faris, Si. 
Louis. 


What Are We Doing? 


The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
that sowed good seed in his field (v. 24). The Rev. 
B. D. Hageman relates this incident : ‘‘ Along the 
tracks of one of the railroads in the South the pas- 
sengers can see, for miles and miles, the most gor- 

eous poppies. How did they happen to be there? 

ne spring a lady who loved flowers and beauty 
carried on her trip over this road a quantity of choice 
seeds and scattered them as she passed. ow every 
one who goes that way finds the road still outlined 
with flowers because she passed that way before 
them. If some one had scattered thistle seeds in- 
stead, how different the result would have been ! 
The story of Jesus’ journeyings up and down through 
Galilee shows the sort of seeds he sowed. And be- 
cause he sowed seeds of love and helpfulness the 
flowers of happiness have been springing up ever 
since. We trace his footsteps everywhere by the 
beauty and helpfulness that mark his path, We, too, 
are sowing some sort of seeds every day. And our 
path through life-is either being marked by the fiow- 
ers of happiness and helpfulness or by the flowers of 
unkindness and unhappiness. Which sort of seed 
are you trying tosow?"—Mrs. Lilian G. Borden, 
Melville Station, Newport, R. I. 


Delayed by the Enemy 


But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed 
fares also among the wheat, and went his way (v. 
25). Dr. Sidney L. Gulick, in his book, ‘‘ The White 
Peril in the Far East,’’ says: ‘‘In the year 1888 it 
was confidently believed that Japan would be Chris- 
tian by the end of the century. But there came a 
reaction, brought about largely ad the return of many 
sapensee who had gone abroad to study. They 

rought back reports of the religious and moral con- 
ditions of Christendom that astonished those who 
had supposed that ‘Christian lands’ were Christian 
in deed as well as word, They told of the hideous 
forms of licentiousness rampant in New York, Chi- 
cago, London, Paris, and Berlin. It was often 
publicly stated that Christianity was a failure in our 
so-called ‘Christian nation’ and others. ‘Why 
adopt so powerless a gospel for Japan?’ For our 
own sake and for the world’s this professedly Chris- 
tian nation and its individual Christians must strive 
more diligently for the very spirit of Him whose 
name we ag lest the tares of the wicked one choke 
our wheat."”—Mrs. Lilian G. Borden, Melville Sta- 
tion, Newport; R. J. 


Sowing for Our Neighbors 

But when the blade sprang upand lg Soe forth 
Sruit, then appeared the tares also (v. 26). “Some 
years ago a farmer of Central New York bought some 
inferior grass seed, thinking that it was economy to 
do so. hen the grass grew it was found to be full 
of noxious weeds, and the next year the farms sur- 
rounding, although most carefully planted and cared 
for, were found to be covered with the same weeds, 
all because of the bad seed planted by one man, who, 
if he gave the matter any thought at all, would have 
said that it could concern no one but himself. We 
cannot sow tares in our lives without having them 
bear fruit in the lives around us.—M/rs. Cara S. 
Park, Prospect, N. ¥. 


In the Trail of the Mongoos 


But he saith, Nay; lest haply while ye gather up 
the tares, ye root up the wheat with them (v. 29). 
For many years the sugar-planters of Jamaica suf- 
fered greatly from the depredations of rats. Such 
havoc did these rodents make on’the sugar estates 
that the loss was about ‘thirty per cent of the entire 
crop. At last a planter brought, in 1872, nine mon- 

ooses from India, and liberated them on his estate. 
his creature preys upon the eggs and young of 
most animals. They increased rapidly, and soon 
effected the destruction of the sugar-cane rat; then 
other food supplies for the mongoos were necessary. 
Twenty years later, the results were these: ground- 
building birds, such as quails, guinea-fowl, and doves, 
were nearly or wholly exterminated. Snakes had been 
annihilated, and lizards were rare. This meant that 
the insect-eating animals were nearly destroyed, and 
hence there has been a marked increase in the insects, 
—always considered great pests by the islanders. 
The grass-tick has so increased that the industry of 
cattle- and sheep- raising has been practically de- 
stroyed. And so, in applying so-called rational 
remedies to the evils of the day, let us be careful not 
to introduce the mongoos. There’ is the constant 
danger, in seeking to gather the tares, of injuring the 
wing wheat.—7he Rev. William T. Dorward, 
telton, N. J. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this incident. 


The Dangerous Daisies 

Gather up first the tares, and bind them in bun- 
dles to burn them (v.30). I remember reading some 
years ago of a woman who, with her husband, ‘‘ went 
West” in the pioneer days. She took with her from 
her Eastern home a root of the white daisy, and after 
she had planted it near the door of her tiny little 

rairie home, ‘she nursed it very tenderly, Lor the 

right little flowers meant much to her as they 
brought back to her memories of her Eastern home 
and all the happy days of the past. The next year 
a farmer from the East stopped for a few days at 
their home, and when he saw the daisies, he tore 
them from the ground ahd burnedthem. The woman 
cried out with indignation when she saw what he had 
done, and told him that he had taken away the only 
thing that remained of her old life; but he replied: 
‘‘If that were left, it would be only a few years 
before your whole farm would be covered. with 
daisies, and once that had happened, you could never 
root them out. So it is with us when we enter into 
the new life; God in his great compassion destroys 
some of the things that seem to us to be so full of 
beauty before they have filled our new lives full of 
the seeds of evil, so that our very hearts would. be 
torn out in uprooting them.—/M/rs. Cara S. Park, 
Prospect, N. Y. From Montreal Witness, 


** Keep Me in the Sunlight” 

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun 
(v. 43). No one will shine ‘‘then” who does not 
shine ‘‘now.” .A*gentleman brought back from 
Germany a little phosphorescent match-safe, and one 
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evening, in a pee i 2 of friends, took it out to show 
them. He tu out all the E cw gin: but the obsti- 
nate little match-safe had no shine to it, and he con- 
cluded that he had been swindled. The next day, 
while pommer | his purchase more closely, he read 
or ~ne si¢e, ‘1 wish me to shine, keep me in 
the sunlight." .He followed the directions, put it out 
where the sun’s rays could be absorbed, and then in 
a dark room found that it had a brilliant glow. . Does 
any one know a better remedy for the .Christian 
whose light has gone out than that which Jude sug- 
ts—* Keep Fase og in the love of 277 
ev. W. S. Abernethy, Berwyn, Ill. “ 


ee 
The Lesson in Everyday Life 


By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


BR’. while men slept, his enemy came and sowed 


tares also among the wheat (v. 25). Thank 

the Lord, Little Bill, there is one iod of 
your existence when we are not anxious about vou, 
and that is when you are asleep. During every 
waking moment of your life there is in our souls 
either a conscious or a sub-conscious apprehension 
that someone or other is sowing tares in your soul. 
But when we hear you mumbling your prayers (not 
so devoutly as we could wish, but in a good deal 
better way than not at all), then see your light go 
out, and in thirty seconds listen to your peaceful 
breathing, we heave a sigh of relief. No, it 1s not of 
your night sleep that we are afraid. It is your day 
sleep. ou are a sunlight’ somnambulist. . When 
you are the widest awake you are the. soundest 
asleep. When your wits are at their keenest your 
conscience is at its dullest. It is when you get 
romping around.with a gang of the boys, each one 
egging on the other to some youthful mischief, that 
the eyes and the ears of your soul close up. What is 
it that lulls you to those stupid slumbers and throws 
your moral nature wide open to those evil sugges- 
tions which these little rascals whisper into your 
ears? Wake up,I say! They are stealing stealthil 
into your beautiful garden, and that notion whic 
they are wilaperen into your ear is the seed of a 
horrid tare. If you let them plant it you may never 
be able to root it out, not even if you live a hundred 

ears. 

Whence then hath it tares? (v. 27.) This is the 
eternal surprise of the ages. It does not seem strange 
to us to find good in ourselves, but we are thunder- 
Struck at the discovery of evil. It is a piteous sight 
to watch young mothers who have idealized their 
children, when at last some frightful vice springs up 
to view. ‘' Whence hath it these tares?” they cry 
in agony. .These hideous growths within our own 
spirits never cease to astonish ourselves. ‘‘ Was it I 
who did this dastardly deed? From what unfath- 
omed abyss of my moral nature did it spring? 
Whence come these tares?” Their origin is a mys- 
tery which we shall never solve. But nothing is 


‘more important than to take their existence for 


anted! Their seeds are in you,—of this be sure. 

© not“presume upon your impeccability. Do not 
put yourselves into hot-houses for the nurture of 
vice, and then pretend surprise that those vices 
should spring up, bloom, and bear their monstrous 
fruit. e risks that people take and the exposures 
to which they subject themselves in a puerile in- 
sensibility to explosives that lie buried in their souls 
seem horrible.. The old veteran does not thus per- 
mit himself to be surprised by his enemy. _ 

Nay ; lest haply while ye gather up the tares, ye 
root up the wheat with them (v. 29). This caution 
does not apply to the culture of the garden of your 
individual soul, my little man. Don't be beguiled 
by any foolish fear of uprooting your virtues when 
you lay violent hands on your vices. It would be a 
fine style of spiritual agriculture to shrink from tear- 
ing a bad temper out o' eg soul for fear you should 
destroy your. ability to feel a righteous indignation, 
or a covetous disposition for fear you should render 
yourself incapable of a desire to accumulate prop- 
erty. Wherever Phi see a vice, go for it with ham- 
mer and tongs. he virtues will take care of them- 
selves. 

And shall cast them into the furnace of fire (v. 
42). Sooner or later, little man, you must learn the 
lesson of the dump heap, the scrap piley and the 
Gehenna. . These are the places where the waste 
and refuse of civilization are carried for destruction. 
There are some things and some people who seem to 
be of no use, . For ages society has been confounded 
by the problem of. utilizing the idle and vicious 
classes. There are hundreds of thousands in our 
land to-day whose very existence is a curse to the 
social system. In our helplessness and despair we 
drive some of them outside the corporation lines, 
others we put into prisons, and some we electrocute 
or hang. Are such souls the despair of God also? 
Can nothing be done with them but to se ate 
them in some dark corner of the universe? Is a 
thoroughly depraved disposition so ineradicable as 
this? The very possibility is a nighimare.: I'd take 
no chance of the dump heap, the scrap pile, the 
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Gehenna of the universe, but get my heart right 
with God, and try to be of some use to society. 

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun 
in the kingdom of the Father (v. 43). What acon« 
trast! How different the destiny! There are men 
and women who are like stars, in whose soul and 
faces there shines a heavenly light. In the Thirty- 
fourth Psalm P pen will find a verse which reads (in 
the American Revision), ‘‘ They looked unto him, and 
were radiant.”” Have you ever seen such people? 
Charles Lamb descri a company of Quaker wor- 
shipers coming out of church as ‘*a troop of em 3 
ones.” Could anything be more beautiful? Thin 
of carrying about forever and forever such a radiant 
countenance! Think of having one’s soul so full of 
love and light that it should shine like a sun! 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, 


Sin may be sown in secret, but it never comes to 
harvest that way. 
ow 


The Perkins Home Letters 


The married daughter finds that we may expect 
« harvest of the same things that we sow. 


Fremont, Monday. 
Dear MOTHER: 

I've heard a good many people say that 
young men ought to be expected to ‘‘ sow their wild 
oats’’ in their early days; they would come out all 
right aftera while, anyway. Well, in this lesson about 
the tares, one thing seems pretty clear to me, and 
that is that the bad seed brorght forth tares and the 
good seed brought forth good wheat. Of course, 
nobody questions that in the natural world, but some 
seem to think that in the moral and spiritual world 
‘*wild oats” will somehow bring forth good lives. 
Now Jesus was teaching a great spiritual truth, and 
it seems he saw only tares when tares were planted. 
It seems strange we should keep wondering why 
we've got tares growing in our field. They must 
have been planted long ago. To-day is a planting 
time, too; each day is. ith the good Lord’s help 
I'm going to stop planting tares. 

Out in this new country I’ve seen men who really 
defyGod. They laugh at the things we believe, and 
every time they laugh at a holy thing they get more 
bold. They-seem to think that they have escaped God’s 
judgment so long that there is little tofear. Of course, 
we often wonder as to why such things are permitted 
to, go.on;: But I guess this lesson teaches us some 
reasons for: it. God’s: harvest isn’t always at the 
time set- by man, is it? Indeed his harvest time 
may be at a season least expected by us. But. his 
reckoning is very sure; and destruction is the 
penalty of all evil lives. God has wonderfully taken 
care of the field of my life, and all he ha¥planted is 
good. But Satan has always planted evil. And do 
you notice that the enemy sowed tares ‘‘ while men 
slept”? The Christian who gues to sleep in spiritual 
things is ever the object of Satan’s attack, isn’t he? 
I guess that’s what Christ meant by telling us to 
‘‘ watch and pray.” 

Now my thought turns to the children. I do won- 
der whether our great enemy, Satan, ever succeeds 
in-using me to sow tares in these young lives,—seeds 
of anger, and impatience, and unkindness: 

; Your loving daughter, 

MARTHA, 


bd 


Punishment belongs to the Master, but prevention 
ts still the duty of the servant. 


Nip) 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
After the Lesson 


ge Wie are forever maxing trouble. In your 
flower garden the hardest work of all is the 
weeding. There you go, down on your 
knees in the ditt, digging and pulling and plucking, 
patiently getting rid of the weeds. On every farm 
the farmer is afraid weeds will get started. And 
how they grow! TZhey don’t need any special care 
to keep them alive. rowding in among the flowers, 
making trouble for the young corn up and down the 
cornfield, overgrowing any field or garden where they 
have any chance at all to do so, who likes weeds ? 

‘* Much less would any one of us like to de a weed. 
How unpleasant even to think of ! Not wanted, 
disliked, watched as an enemy, making others afraid 
to have us around;—how sad such a life would be! 

‘‘ Yet there is danger that we may be like weeds in 
the things for which weeds are most disliked,—inter- 
— with the best growth of other people. 

‘‘When others are cheerfully trying to do hard 
duties, do we play the weed in making things harder 
for them in any way? When others are hopeful, are 
we ciscouraging ? When others are trying to grow 
up out of an old bad habit into a new and free life of 
service, for Christ, have any of us played- weed,— 
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holding back our friends by doubt, or lack of encour- 
agement, or sneers, or unkind words? - 

‘We can change, as the garden weeds cannot, 
We can grow with the flowers, encouraging, giving 
out joy to those around us, amounting to something 
in making the world brighter. Shall we?” 


PHILADELPHIA, 
oe 


The Superintendent’s Lantern 


Note.—The lantern-slides mentioned in the following paragraph 
may be ordered from regular dealers, or, if more convenient, an 
for the purchase of any of these slides may be sent to The Sunda 
School Times Company. Many dealers rent lantern-slides for a sma 
sum, but orders for rental chaulé not be sent to The Sunday School 
Times Company. Most of the slides mentioned are carried in stock 
by regular dealers. 

Few good illustrations for use with this lesson are available. 
The Sunday School Times Lesson Picture showing workers in 
the fields ‘‘ Gathering Tares from Wheat"’ is hig ly instruc- 
tive, and especially interesting are the enlarged details on the 
sheet showing how much alike are these two plants. 


% 
Many men try to make up for their own slothful 
sowing by their enthusiasm in uprooting. 


— 
Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


“ Lord of the harvest, thee we hail!’’ Psalmt 126 : 1-4. 
“*To thee, O Lord, our hearts we (187 : 1-3. 273 : 1-3.) 


raise."’ lm 52 : 1-8. 
** Sing to the Lord of harvest.” ~~ on — 110 ; I-7.) 
‘* Come, ye thankful people, come.** Psal r %. hagas 
“When Jesus shall gather the nae *S#™1'? 

tions.” : (121-3. 211-3.) 
‘‘Sowing in the morning, sowing Psalm 50: 1-6. 

seeds of kindness."’ (66: 1-6. 104: 1-3.) 


** Before Jehovah's awful throne.’ 
** He that goeth forth with weeping."’ 


% 
Hasty judgments are usually hazy. 


Se 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


Psalm 103 : 16-19. 
(148: 1, 2, 209: 1-3.) 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Bible Reading’ Aésecia- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Matt. 13 : 4 
Tuesday.— Matt. 13.: 36-43 
Wednesday.—Gen. 3:1-8. . .......... «. The enemy 
Thursday.—a Peter 3:8-14...... --. God's longsuffering 
Friday.— Matt. 25 31-46 .......... . The separation 
Saturday.—2 Thess. 1: I-lo. ........ . . The Judge 
Sunday.—Rev. 20: 11-15. ........ . . The judgment 


one 
The Lesson in Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


The Church in the World 

1. Its Pounder ; 

A man that sowed good seed (24). 

He that soweth... Son of man (37). 
God sent forth his Son (Gal. 4: 4, 5). 
I am the true vine (John 15 : 1). 
Foundation . . . which is Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3: 11). 
2. Its Character : 

Good seed in his field (24). 

Good seed... sons of the 4 by (38). 
Ve are the salt, .. . the light (Matt. 5 : 13-16), 
Righteousness and peace and joy (Rom. 14: 17). 
Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, etc. (Gal. 5 : 22, 23). 


adel a teee Parable’ of the tares 


3- Its Foe: 
His enemy came... sowed tares (25). 
The enemy... is the devil ( 


). 
Cometh the evil one, ... pate a away (Matt. 13 : 19). 
Ve are of your father the devil (John 8 : 44). 
Your adversary . . . aS a roaring lion (1 Pet. 5 : 8). 
4- its Counterfeit : . 
Then appeared the tares also (26). 
The tares ... sons of the evil one‘ 38). 
Thou son of the devil (Acts 13 : ro). 
Grievous wolves shall enter in (Acts 20 : 29, 30). 
He that doeth sin is of the devil (1 John 3: 8). 
s- Its Waiting-Time : 
Let both grow... until the harvest (28-30). 
Harvest ts... end of the world (39). 
A net... gathered of every kind ( Matt. 13 : 47, 48). 
a nothing before the time (1 Cor. 4 : 5). 
e that is unrighteous, let him do (Rev. 22 : 11). 
6. Its Sifting-Time : 


In the time of the harvest, .. . say (30). 
So shall it be at the end (40-42). 


Discern between the righteous . . . wicked (Mal. 3: 18). 
A day in which he will judge (Acts 17 : 31). 
In flaming fire, rendering vengeance ‘2 Thess. 1 : 7-9). 
7- its Final Glory : 

Gather the wheat into my barn (30). 

Then shall the righteous shine forth |43). 
Inherit the kingdom prepared for vou ( Matt. 25 : 34). 


When Christ... manifested. . . 


ye also (Col. 3: 4). 
We shall be like him . 


. . see him (1 John 3: 2). 
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Yet Another Day 
A Prayer for Every Day of the Year 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 
April go to May 6 


MON.—God of all , I pray for all who mold the opin- 
ion of our country. Bless all the editors of our newspapers, 
and all whose ministry is in the public press, Hluminate their 
minds, and elevate their lives, that all their writings may be 
for the glory of their God. 

TUEs.—My Saviour, this is the day the Lord hath made. 
May I be in the Spirit on this thy day! Help me to rise from 
my dead self into newness of life. 


WED.—My Father, cleanse my heart from all defilement. 
Wash out every worldly stain. Restore to me ‘my purity. 
Give me back the white robe. Help me to walk in the beauty 
of holiness. 


THURS.—My Father, wilt thou teach me the meaning of true 
service? Save me from seeking my life in selfish seclusion. 
Let me go out of myself to find myself. pons | I experience 
bee 7 sacrifice! May I enrich the well-being of my 

rother 


FRI.—Gracious Lord, reveal to me my secret faults. De- 
liver me from the sins of which I may be no longer conscious. 
Make me true in the inward parts. Cleanse me from all un- 
cleanness. 

SaT.—My Father, may the glorious light of thy gospel flood 
my soul to-day! May buried seeds of heavenly power awake 
into life! May budding graces and virtues grow into fuller 
strength and beauty ! 

SuN.—My gracious Redeemer, wilt thou gather up the 
fragments of my time? Regard my bits of goodness with 

ity. Forgive my broken vows, Forgive unfinished work. 

t goodness and mercy follow'me ! 


x 


The punishments that seem to be postponed are 
only being allowed to ripen. 





|Graded Helps) 


For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
General Thought: 


‘) JONDERFUL 
OROS AND. OF a 
ORKS ; 


Lesson Story: The Wheat and the Tares. 
Lesson Aim: What we Sow we must Reap. 


INTRODUCTION. 


(Call several children forward, and distribute, 
wrapped in paper, various large seeds, like beans, 

as, hickory-nut, acorn, peach seed, corn, or wheat. 

et each name his seed, and tell what would grow 
from it mere mer Each time impress the Golden 
Text,—‘‘ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.”) 

If this is true of every kind of seed which is planted 
in the vegetable kingdom, it will be true of the king- 
dom cf heaven, about which soon told so many par- 
ables oz stories to the people who gathered at the 
seaside to hear him. The Jews expected that when 
Jesus the Messiah really came he would set up a 
strong kingdom in some large city, and gather his 
followers about him, so he taught them by parables 
how different his kingdom was to be in the hearts 
and lives of those who loved him. 

















. REVIEW. 


Several parables were about the sower, the soil, 
and the seed. If you tell me about the one we 
learned last Sunday I will tell you another to-day. 
You remember, ‘‘ The seed was the word of God,” 
but there were four kinds of soil. (Review briefly, 
with the application. ) 


LESSON. 


One story did not satisfy these people, so Jesus 
toldanother. (A small box of earth may add reality.) 
Suppose I plant these wheat seeds here, what will 

tow? Yes, perhaps a few weeds, whose seeds may 

ave been left in the soil. If I should plant on pur- 
pose a lot of weeds, how much trouble they would 
make. Jesus told of a man who planted good wheat 
seed in his field, but while people slept an enemy 
came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went 
away. They grew so much alike that not until they 
were ripening did the servants notice the difference. 
(See the Times _— Heads of wheat fill out, 
grow heavy, and hang down, while tares produce 
only small, dark, poisonous seeds, and their stalks do 
not bend. Fields of corn, potatoes, or cabbage, in 
wide rows, can be plowed, but wheat, planted so 
close, cannot. If the tares were puiled up the wheat 


would come, too, so both were left to grow until the 
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harvest, and then separated. | (Read the Bible de- . 


scription.) 


ote.—Prepare two geoee of pasteboard, In the. 


upper cut the word ; in the other Tares. 

ace them to intersect, and keep covered until time 
to explain that wheat and tarés Grew together, but 
they had to be separated later. Simply lower one 
strip until the words stand out singly. If deemed 





se 

WTHAERAETS GREW 
— 

_TABRES URN 














wise, add the consequences,—Wheat to Barn, Tares 
to Burn. It is less work to write the words with 
chalk, as in the upper line, and to erase the tares, 
leaving only the wheat. This would be useless for 
children under six.) 

Our picture-roll shows the reapers gathering the 
good sheaves of wheat to carry them to the barn, 


” Bpingin in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves, 
"WE 3) ail come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.’’ 


a ge told several such stories, then left the multi- 
ude to think abcut their meaning, and he went toa 
house near by with his disciples. They said, ** Ex- 
plain unto us this parable about the tares,” so Jesus 
explained that he was the sower who had come into 
the world to plant good seed—the Word of God—in 
the hearts of the ple ; that the field is the whole 
world ; but, like the enemy who sowed the tares, the 
Devil is always watching for a chance to plant evil 
thoughts, words, and actions in the lives of people ; 
the harvest is the end of the world, and the reapers 
are the angels ; sometime the good and the bad who 
have lived side by side must be separated. 


** Oh, where are the reapers that garner in 
The sheaves of the good from the fields of sin ? ’’ 


God will send his angels to gather the righteous into 
the kingdom of their Father, where they shall shine 
forth as the sun, but the wicked shall be cast away. 

Jesus was teaching that if thoughts and deeds of 
love, if words of prayer and praise, grow in our 
hearts, our lives will a blessing, like the wheat, 
but if impure thoughts and deeds, if cross or angry 
or swearing words grow in our lives, they will be a 
curse, like the tares, 


** Then scatter seeds of kindness 
For our reaping by and by.’’ 
Or, 


** Little deeds of kindness, little words of love, 
Make our earth an Eden, like the heaven above, 
Little seeds of mercy, sown by youthful hands, 
Grow to bless the nations, far in heathen lands,”* 


Your parents and teachers are trying to sow the 
good seed—the Word of God—in your hearts. Man 
of them pray this prayer very often about their wor 
with the children. E 


‘* In their young hearts, soft and tender, 
Guide our hands good seed to sow, 
That its blossoming may praise thee, 
Praise thee wheresoe’er they go.’’ 


But you must watch and pray that the evil one may 
not find a chance to tempt you to sow any bad 
thoughts and actions in your lives, for ‘‘ Whatsoever 
a child soweth, that shall he also reap.” 


Peoria, ILL, 
ed 


The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HE thirteenth chapter of Matthew is a collection 
of parables on a single subject, and evidently 
was meant by the writer of that Gospel to give 

a comprehensive view of Christ’s teaching of his 
kingdom. The parable of the tares illustrates only 
a single phase of it. You will accomplish most by 
grouping all these word-pictures around our Lord’s 
one theme and showing by means of them: 

The Nature of the Kingdom. It was a new society. 
‘iat the Baptist gave ita name. Jesus accepted it 
Matt. 3:2; 4:17). Thestory of the sower sowing seed 
in the wheatfield (vs. 3-9) showed what Jesus meant. 
The kingdom was the fruit of his teaching taking 
root in the thoughts and lives of men and bringing 
them pe oer into fellowship with him and with 
one another (13: 23). He likened those sayings of his 
to seed in soil, yeast in flour, hidden treasures dis- 
covered, and to fishes in the lake gathered into a net. 
These sayings are living, growing, precious, nour- 
ishing, as those who receive and live by them know. 
Draw out from your pupils what is the ** good seed” 
which Christ sows, and where it takes root. 

The Growth of the Kingdom. Each member of it 
becomes a creative power to extend it. Children 
need not leave school, nor mothers tl .eir homes, nor 
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men their business, to enlarge the kingdom of heaven. 
Yeast mixed in dough seems to disappear, but it is 
only hidden, for it is a quickening principle which 
lays hold of icle after particle of the r till it 
has perv the whole mass. So the kingdom of 
heaven grows through receiving and imparting the 


spirit of Christ. In an obscure town of a little coun- 


try a young carpenter to transform all 


nations into a kingdom which should endure forever; 


to do this without using force, but simply by the 
power of his life and words (John 6 : 63). These will 
remain after the old order has passed away (Luke 
21: 33). Show how these words of his have created 
Christendom and are transforming human society 
into a new order—the kingdom of heaven. 

The Value of the Kingdom. Show that many were 
unaware of it, but when they have unexpectedly dis- 
covered its value they have gladly surrendered every 
other ambition in order to possess it (Matt. 13: 44). 
Some search diligently for it, and are long in finding 
it, like a trader seeking costly pearls (vs. 45, 46). But 
when those who long for the bis hest good find what 
Christ has to offer, they promptly surrender all tley 
have held dear that they may receive it. Show what 
they get (Matt. 6 : 33; Luke 18 : 29, 30). 

he Place of the. Kingdom in Human Society. 
Here you will use the parable of the tares, showin 
that the plants from _— and bad seed are entangle 
in the same soil. .Christ sows righteous principles, 
and the devil sows evil ones in the same life, and 
both grow together (Matt. 13: 37-39). Butthe only time 
when good seed will take root is when both are grow- 
ing together. Like wheat and tares, the difference 
between the good and the evil is often not plain till 
they mature (vs. 29, 30). Much mischief to the king- 


dom is done by trying to separate them without full. 


knowledge of the conditions in which they are- - 
ing. We ought to root out evil from our own lives. 
But good men have become wicked by attacking 
Christians whom they have judged without knowing 
them. Good men ought to keep themselves from the 
evil in the world by close fellowship with God, but 
to live in the world as a generous and vital power for 
te (John 17: 15, 16). When the kingdom shall 

ave attained its perfect state, the sifting of charac- 
ters, deliberate, personal, solemn, afd final will be 
accomplished (Matt. 13 : 40-43, 47-50). 

Our Present Apprehension of the Kingdom (vs. 
51, 52). The spirit-of Christ is always revealing new 
truths to the teachable discipies. Each one should 
ask himself in the presence of the great Teacher, 
‘* Have I underst all these things?’’ Those who 
gain no new knowledge of God by living in this new 
time cannot understand the old which was revealed 
to their fathers. The word of Christ is still the crea- 
tive power by which society is being transformed, 
till each disciple will be able to say, -‘ The old things 
are passed away; behold, they are become new.” 
Then the vision of John will be realized, ‘I saw a 
new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven 
and the first earth are passed away.” 


Suggestive Questions 

What is the good seed ? (v. 38). Who sowed it? 
(v. 37). Who sowed the evil seed? (v. 39). Why 
may not good men drive bad men out of society 
now? (v. 29). What ought they to remember and 
what ought they do for themselves ? (Eph. 5 : 8).. How 
ought they to treat bad men? (Eph. 5: 11). Why 
did not Christ destroy bad men? (john 12: 47). Can 
good men keep wholly apart from evil men? (1 Cor. 
5:10). How then can they keep themselves from 
evil? (Eph. 6: 11-13). When will the separation be 
complete? (Matt. 13 : 49, 50). What can we do to 
hasten the consummation of the kingdom of heaven ? 
(Rom, 12; 21). What assurance have we of the tri- 
umph of the kingdom? (John 16 : 33). Who is 
bringing to pass this triumph ? (Rev. 21: 5). 

Boston. 

% 


The force of faith ts not fostered by force. 
al 


The Senior Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


The Parables of the Kingdom 


I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Matt. 13: 27-53; Mark 
4 : 26-34). 
[For each member of the Bible Class.] 

The parables spoken by the shore ‘of the sea are 
properly called the parables of the kingdom, for it 
seemed jto be the particular desire of Jesus. to set 
forth through them ideas concerning the kingdom 
which would encourage and. cheer. is.own disci- 

les, like the people at large, had very erroneous 
ideas regarding it. They expected by the kingdom 
a great and glorious rule of the Messiah over his 
loyal Jewish subjects. They wondered at the slow- 
ness of its appearing, and at the small number of its 
professed members. They were still a feeble people, 
the disciples. There seemed nothing great or glo- 
rious in sight, and they wondered when it would come, 

Jesus. too, may have seemed to them too miscel- 
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laneous in his dealings with men and women. Even 
if they did not resent his freedom in the way in which 
the Paechnone and scribe~ did, they may have felt 
surprise that he gave up. his time at all to men who 
were not in his c ' The parable of the tares fits 
into this mood of theirs. In dealing with a world of 
mixed people, you must do as one who is cultivating 
a field in which there are thistles and weeds grow- 
ing with the grain. It isn to wait until the 

ain is ripe, and then to do the separating. Even 
if a Judas had been unwittingly introdu into the 
disciple circle, it might be best to let him remain 
until his moral attitude was irrevocable. Bad men 
must sometimes be tolerated for the sake of the good. 
Judgments may be wisely delayed rather than in- 
stantly formed and executed. 

The other parables gave encouragement in various 
ways. The Mustard Seed and the Leaven declare 
effectively the certain growth of the kingdom. Its 
size at present is no indication of its future. They 
needed to be patient. The Hidden Treasure and the 
Pearl emphasize its value. It outweighs every other 
desirable thing, so that self-sacrifice for the e of it 
is only reasonable. . The net implies that all sorts of 

ople get apparently into the fellowship of the 

ingdom. But there will be elimination, At one 
time or another the process will take place. 

Luke’s Gospel (13 10) quotes the parable of the 
mustard seed as part of a synagogue - discourse. 
Doubtless, the parabolic method was a not infrequent 
factor in his synagogue preaching. It appealed wa 
erfully to the audience; it conveyed truth effectively 
to those who ‘‘ had ears to hear,” and were ready for 
it; it meant little to those who were out of sympathy. 

The parables were wonderful for their use of the 
commonest experiences as illustrations of spiritual 
processes. Jesus could’ see instruction for life in 
ba simple things. To him all life was ‘‘ eloquent of 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


The clearest discussion of the parables is by Bruce 
in his larger work, ‘‘The Parabolic Teaching of 
Christ,” and in his able commentary in the first vol- 
ume of the * Expositor’s Greek Testament.” Dr. 
Thompson’s ‘‘ Parables by the Lake” is an excellent 
study of the group. Every life of Christ gives at- 
tention to them. 


III. QuEsTIoNs ror Stupy AND DIscussion.- 


t. The Parables by the Lake. (t.) What better 
titles can be used for this group? (2.) How do we 
arrive at the number eight ? 

2. The Parable of the Tares. (3.) What is repre- 
sented by the wheat and the tares respectively ? 
(4.) Why could not the tares be wisely rooted out 
while the crop was growing? (5.) Is it equally true 
that bad men cannot be eliminated from society ? 

3. The Leaven and the Mustard Seed. (6.) 
Wherein are these illustrations similar? (7.) How 
do they differ ? 

4. The Pearl and the Treasure. (8.) Why is the 
kingdom like these treasures ? 

5. The Net. (9.) How does this parable differ from 
that of the tares ? 

6. Parable-making. (10.) What reasons justified 
his use of the parable ? 


IV. Leapinc THOUGHT, 


How: valuable the habit of parable-making might 
be if every one practised discerning the religious val- 
ues of everyday life! 


Boston. 
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Mission Study for Sunday-Schools * 


T LAST we have a well-planned little book for 
A missionary study in the Sunday-school. ; It is not 
only well written, but it has been tried and not 
“found wanting.” -It might be called a primer of 
missions, for, making the start, it points the way to 
an enlargement of each theme. 

Too many have not yet come to understand that 
“the field is the world,” and their co-operation is 
therefore won by starting with the nearest, the 
‘*mountaineers of the South” being the first study, 
the ‘‘ Foreigners in the United States” the next. 
After looking at our million new arrivals in a year, 
it is logical to go among the uncounted millions in 
four other foreign fields, and make a survey with 
four great heroes of the cross—Carey, Livingstone, 
Paton, Mackenzie. 

Each of these studies makes the basis for a capital 


( Continued on next page, second column) 


* Missionary Studies for the Sunday-School. First Series : Single 
copies, r5 cents; 20 or more copies, 10 cents each. Second Series: 

uuior and Intermediate Grades—Great Missionaries to the Red 

en, Great Missionaries in the Dark Continent ; Senior Grade,—Mis- 
sionary Heroes to the Indians, Missionary Heroes to the Africans 
Price : Junior Grade, paper, 12 cents each ; ten or more copies, g eents 
net. Senior Grade, paper, r4 cents; ten or more copies, xo cents net. 
By George Harvey Trull. New York : Foreign Missions Library. 























LESSON FOR MAY 6 





vorable comments to-day from an 
artistic standpoint than all other makes combined. 


WE CHALLENGE 
COMPARISONS 





By our easy payment plan every family in mod- 
erate circumstances can own a VOSE piano. 
We allow a liberal price for old instruments in 
exchange, and deliver the piano in your house 
free of expense. You can deal with us at a 
distant point the same as in Boston. Catalogue, 
. books, etc., giving full in- 
formation mailed free. 


Vose & Sons Piano Co., 
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TALCUM 


ENNEN’ 


and all afflictions ofthe skin. 

“A little higher tn price, per- 

haps, than worthless sti 
utes, butarcason for it,” 


" oor, . 
Sample Free. GERHARD HENNEN 























8 _Children ’s Day 


J 

iV by Ira B. Wilson. 
OHMS PRAISE, by Lorene 

le to Superintendents or Choristess. 
Ch OR ie [TRA SCORES ( <” a $r.00. 

iidren Recitations, Toadies Tableaux. Price, 
15 cents per copy, postpaid. 





Children’s ita 
PICNIC IN FA:iRYLAND 
THE RAINBOW FETE 


'rices, cents each, $3.25 per dozen, postpaid. 
Send cents postage for returnable copies. 

Rl. LORENZ rere oO. on 

1 ifth Ave. . Fifth St. 
a York Dayton, Ohio 

















RA D. SANKEY’S 
LATEST HYMN BOOK. 





YOUNG |! 














====5HAVE YOU SEEN THES 


“Children’s Crusade” 


The new Children’s Day service by Adam Geibel and 


R. 


Frank Leb * h ’ 
Re ran man. 5 cts $4 fer bundred 


«copy, 
. Send ro cents for three services. 
*s Da rols of unusual beauty found 
in World-Wide mas, the latest ponder spool 
hymn book by Adam ibel and R. Frank Lehman. 
cts, copy, $25 per hundred, not prepaid. Ex- 


ination t ‘ 
Geibel & Lehman, 1226 Arch St., Philadelphia. 
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BEST HYMNS NUMBER 


Returnable sample 3, or, qatiy of 
EVANGELICAL PUB 
_ its. ° 
CB.. a3 tL ahestse Buitdine een tittehee 
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THE DEAF HEAR 
Home or Church 





HUTCHISON ACOUSTIC CO. 


# WEST 32° STREET NEw YORK 





INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION CUPS 
and list of 


Sond So FREE extnicere ene Nene 
/enitary Communion Vutfiit Co. 
, Seventh Street, Rechester, N. Y. 


\is as clear as a bell. 
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ten-minutes’ talk in the Sunday-school, 


with su wonen dA study in the class, 
Both aaF be combined. The questions 
at the oak of each chapter are most help- 
ful when asked from the desk. ‘The lists 
of other readings will give enlarged vis- 
ion. Home work may well have a place 
here, and a teacher deeply interested 
may gather the class as a mission study 
class. Each class at least should have a 
v of the book, though it is better 
still for each scholar to own one. The 
attractive binding may mean much in 
starting interest in the homes. When 
twenty copies are bought, they cost but 
ten cents apiece, and this makes the six 
months’ work in the first series not an 
expensive item. Teachers have been 
roused, by having to give a talk from 
the desk on Livingstone, to read Living- 
stone’s ‘‘ Personal Life.”” Whole classes 
have hada newinspiration. In one school 
every department has the book, each one 
being allowed to — it to its especial 
needs. Talks from the desk form one 
feature in the three departments, ten- 
minute talks monthly having long been 
the custom. This little book was a very 
welcome guest, and has been adopted in 
the winter's plan of work with special in- 
terest on the part of many teachers and 
scholars. ‘‘We must have a fully in- 
structed Sunday-school if we are to have 
a fruitful, active, scriptural, missionar 
church, with a horizon as wide as ‘all 
the world.’ The introduction of mission- 
ary training and ideals into the school is 
a logical part of Christian instruction 
rather than an irrelevant intrusion.” 

The Second Series, just issued, con- 
sisting of two volumes, is for the senior 
and junior grades: ‘t Missionary Heroes 
among the Indians,” ‘‘ Missionary He- 
roes among the Africans,” and ‘‘ Great 
Missionaries to the Red Men,” ‘* Great 
Missionaries to Darkest Africa.” 

Whoever has enjoyed and been bene- 
fited by the first will hasten to ensure 
the use of.shese. There are ten studies 
in each, and every pupil should own a 
cop The teachers will be glad to 
avail themselves of the auxiliary read- 
in Dr. A. F. Schauffler says: ‘‘ They 
are to be highly commended to all those 
teachers who truly pray ‘thy kingdom 
come.’ Prayer and practise should co- 
incide, .and these studies are intended 
to give practical outcome to the prayer 
which we all so often offer.” 

A great advantage is that the books 
are. not denominational in any sense, 
May they bring us to the high altitude 
of the Moravian standard,—every Chris- 
tian giving and doing all possible for the 
spread of the kingdom. 








A Woman Doctor 


Was Quick to See that Coffee Poison was 
Doing the Mischief 

A lady tells of a bad case of coffee 
poisoning and tells it in a way so simple 
and straightforward that literary skill 
could not improve it. 

‘*T had neuralgic headaches for twelve 
years,” she says, ‘‘and have suffered 
untold eaeey. When I first began to 
have them I weighed 140 pounds, but 
they brought me down to rro. 
to many doctors and they 
temporary relief. So I suffered on, ti 
one day in 1904, a woman doctor told me 
to drink Postum Food Coffee. She said 
I looked like I was coffee poisoned. 

**So I began to drink Postum and I 
gained fifteen pounds in the first few 
weeks and am still gaining, but not 
so fast as at first. My headaches began 
to leave me after I had used Postum 
about two weeks—long enough I expect 
to get the coffee poison out of my system. 

‘* Now that a few months have passed 
since I began to use Postum Food Cof- 
fee, I can gladly say that I never know 
what a neuralgic headache is like any 
more, and it was nothing but Postum 
that cured me. Before I used Postum I 
never went out alone; I would get be- 


I went 
ave me onl 


| wildered arid would not know which way 


toturn. Now I go alone and my head 
My brain and 
nerves are stronger than they have been 
for years.” Name given by Postum 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 
There’sareason. Read the little book, 


! «*'The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





May 6, 1906. Among the Wheat or the 
ares: Where am I? (Consecra- 


tion Meeting.) Matt. 13 : 24-30. 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
naa that prospered (Phil. 1 : 


I-11). 
TUES.—Géd giveth the increase (1 Cor. 3: 

4-8). 
we prayed for (Col. 1: 

17). 
THuRS.—Tares among wheat (John 6: 


1). 
Fri.—‘' Unfruitful works "’ (Eph. 5 : 8-13). 
SaT.—An unfruitful church (Rev. 3 : 14-19). 











Mention some Christian privileges and re- 
sponsibilities. 

Summarize the ‘‘crop reports’’ of your 
society. 

What tares in us need to be pulled and 
burned ? 


OOD and evil are mingled in indi- 
vidual hearts and in the church. 
Some people think that the church 

is to absorb the whole world, and result 
in a perfect society upon the earth. But 
Jesus taught that when the harvest time 
comes, there will be tares growing with 
the wheat which will have to be sepa- 
rated from it. It is a good thing to 
recognize the actual facts of life. The 
facts are that in the church there are 
both good people and bad people and 
will be until the end, and that in each 
individual heart there are good things 
and evil things, and will be until life is 
done and we are freed for the perfect 
character and fellowship of God. 


There are some people who think that 
all the evil has been cast out of their 
hearts, and that they are without sin. 
But the men who were with Christ and 
who established his church when he had 

one, never thought so of themselves. 
fonn said that it was sheer falsehood for 
any one to say that he was without sin. 
The divine nature in us cannot sin, and, 
thank God! the divine nature is in us 
and at war with the evil nature. Bunt 
the evil nature is there, too, and all can 
see it except those who are blind; and 
to deny its existence is a very perilous 
and terrible thing, for then we are not 
on the,watch against those subtle and, 
insidious devices of the evil one which 
most easily acquire power over those 
who do not believe that they can be ap- 
roached by them, and who are accord- 
ingly off their guard. 
% 

If we are ever anxious as to whether 
we are among the wheat or the tares, we 
need not be anxious at all. It is only 
those who never fear for themselves lest 
they are going astray who need to be 
anxious. hose whose consciences are 
tender and sensitive are safe. If we 
tremulously love, we need not fear, 
‘* because if our heart condemn us, God 
is greater than our heart, and knoweth 
all things. .. . If our hearts condemn us 
not, we have boldness toward God.”” It 
is not good to set sensitive hearts to 
payreg their honesty and security. 

tis the bold and satisfied hearts that 
should be aroused. < 


The difference between tares and 
wheat is that the former are useless save 
to be burned, while the latter gives food 
and life. In the light of this distinction, 
which are we? re we useful to the 
husbandman and those for whom he 
tills the soil, or are we mere cumberers 
of the ground? Each consumes nour- 
ishment from the soil and moisture and 
heat, but one gives it back in grain, and 
the other makes no return. In our 
own community, if Christ were to gather 
the wheat on one side and the tares on 
the other, where would we be found ? 

Jesus says quite plainly that the tares 
are not his sowing, but the sowing of the 
evil one. He will tolerate them because 
to uproot them violently would injure 
the good wheat, but he blames them all 


( Continued on next page, third column) 








could con- 

vince you in this 
ad. of the value to vou of 
our “ree new book, “ Tue BaTrLe 
janes Ipga,”” you would be glad to pay $10 
‘or it. 

This book is valuable because it shows you 
how to be well and strong without taking 
drugs or medicines. All it costs you however 
is the price of a stamp—we send it absolutely 


ree. 
If the attai t or retention of your own 
good health—and the- good health of those 

lear to you—is worth a postal, send us one 
to-day (or use above coupon) and we will for- 
ward the book promptly. 

You do not obligate yourself in ang way by 
answering this advertisement. ou are 
neither required to buy anything nor to prom- 
ise qnythine. All we ask is that you read the 
book carefully. 

It tells how you can live, in v 
home, without disturbing your daily routine 
in any way, a sane, healthful life—the life that 
has restored thousands to hea!th at the famous 
Battle Creek Sanitarium. 

It is now recognized that nine-tenths of all 
diseases are caused by improper diet. 

You eat disease ; and you eat health. It is 
all in the choice of foods. ‘‘ The Battle Creek 
Idea’ will tell you how to choose right, so as 
to get and bee ood health. 

if the health is worth having, the book is 
worth asking for to-day. Address 


The Battle Creek San jum Se., Lea. 


-k.'80, battle Creek, M 
AND 


CHRIST THE 
SABBATH 


Sabbath Reform is a religious question. 
in the Fourth Commandment as inte 
emplified by Jesus, not as a “‘ Jew,” 
God. Whatever reduces Sabbat 
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It centers 
eted and ex- 
Ww ut the Son oa 
Reform to a politi- 
cal issue, or to an economic and rest-day basis de- 
stroys true Sabbath observance. Public worship and 
the teaching of moral and religious truth from the 
Bible with 


JESUS, THE CHRIST of GOD 


as the central figure, depend on religi Sabbath 
observance. Suc 





observance has never existed on 
any other basis than Biblical Authority and Consci- 
ence toward God, The ‘Civil Sabbath’’ idea de- 
stroys conscience ; enforced idleness promotes crime. 
The need of these years is not more enforcement of 
Civil Law, but more regard for Divine w. God's 
will is the source of human conscience. 


THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH 


Christ created it by his interpretation of the Fourth 
Commandment and by his example in casting away 
those evasions through which men disobeyed under 

etence of obedience. He purified and exalted the 
sabbath. He did not set it aside. 


THE SABBATH RECORDER 


A. H. Lewis, D.D., LL,D., Editor, promulgates such 
views concerning Sabbath Reform. 


BACK TO CHRIST 


As the highest authority on the Sabbath question, 
is the cail made by the Seventh-day Baptists. The 
real issue is not Saloons, but Public Worship; not 
Baseball, but Spiritual Life among Christians; not 
Civil Enactment, but God’s Law and conformity to 
Christ’s exampl d t and reform must begin 
in the Shristian Church. Correspondence welcomed, 


THE SA \) 
Babcock m——"~" RECO Reid, N. J. 


The American 
Standard 


Bdited by the American Re- 
is a revision, not of the 
meaning of the Bible, but 
of the old translation. It 
“conveys to every reader a 
true conception of the sacred message by 
—— the — in language per- 
tly familiar to all. 


For sale by all booksellers and publishers, 
















Our Interesting Book, Sent Free— “The 
Story of tie American Standard Bible” explains 
a Ly 

e ri 
Bible. Send name on postal for a pommay 
Thos. Nelson & Sons, Publishers 
374 East 18th Street, Hew York 














was as soon as Christ 
TYESDAY, srvide.tcey, EXECUTED 


lishes the complete legadity of his death. “‘O/ unu- 
sual interest.” —The Critic. adedition. ssc. postpaid. 
Department, F. P. Co., Newport News, Va. 
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D&SS5e COURSES AT HOME.’ Write President 
C. J. Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, la 





enacts 











Send ten cents 
Sunday School 








ess = 


254 


\\\ 






THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


tap i 
unt 
\ \ ul 


We ty 


\> Makes Brightest, Cleanest, Stoves. 


Quickest after-dinner shiner. Always ready 
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To Teach as 
Jesus Taught 


Perhaps you have already laid hold of the 
opportunity that is yours, this year, to learn how 
Jesus taught, and to shape your methods by his, 
through the serious study of Prorgessor Brum- 
BAUGH’S new work, now appearing serially in The 
Sunday School Times, which brings the teacher 


literally 
Into School With Jesus 


This week’s chapter gives a hint of the rich- - 


ness of your opportunity. While your pupils 
are studying, under you, the Life of Christ, you 
may study, under the consecrated guidance of a 
great Christian teacher, how Christ would have 


you teach His life. 
» 2» 


Is this opportunity one that you are willing to 
keep to yourself? If there are fellow-teachers in 
your school or in your neighborhood who are miiss- 
ing it, can you do a greater service than to bring 


it to them ? 
d » 


We want to make it as easy as possible for all 
who are not now taking the Times to have the in- 
estimable gain of following Professor Brumbaugh’s 
course. We therefore offer to send the paper for 


3 Months (13 Weeks) 25 Cents 


to any ene who has not been a subscriber during 
the past year. 
past y es 


If you will secure TWO such subscrip- 
tions, we shall be glad to send you, 
in recognition of your aid, a copy of 


Arnold’s Chart of 
Christ’s Journeyings 


This chart ingeniously combines an outline har- 
mony of the Gospel story of Christ’s journeyings 
with four clear maps of the journeys, so ar- 
ranged that the whole complicated sequence 
of journeys, places, and events, can be seen at 
a glance. On map paper, 9% X19 inches, 
folded within stiff covers, 34 X6% inches. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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upon his enemy. All the evil and use- 
less disposition in us is not of Christ, 
and when at last he saves us, he will 
destroy all that was not of him Lut of 
the evil one. ps 


If the evil one sows tares in our hearts, 
we can pull out the seeds before they 
grow. ‘ : 

If we are alert and brave, we can pre- 
vent his sowing them in us at all. 


And by watching, we can help to keep 
in the whole field of the husbandman 
good wheat alone. 


or dd 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 


The General Secretary of the International Sun- 
day-school Convention will answer here questions 
on Sunday-school matters—ot biblical questions— 
that are of general interest. If not answered here, 
they will be replied to personally. Address “‘ Marion 
Lawrance’s Question Box,’ The Sunday School 
Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








PHILADELPHIA.—Do you think it best for 
each teacher to have a class book of his own 
class ?—A. T. 

Yes, two of them. There should, of course, 
be the regular class card or class book, 
which is the property of the school. This 
card will be left in the church or in the 
hands of the department superintendent, or 
general superintendent. Every teacher should 
have in addition to this a private class card 
for his own use ; this card should contain at 
least the names and addresses of the schol- 
ars,.and should be printed on paper rather 
than cardboard, so as to be easily carried in 
the teacher’s Bible. This will afford a con- 
stant and ever present reminder, as well asa 
mailing list and prayer list. A very conve- 
nient private class card is furnished by the 
World Sunday-school Supply Company, De- 
troit, Michigan. 


PENNSYLVANIA.—What is the best method 
of teaching the primary class,—from the plat- 
form, or by separate teachers ?—P. T. 

Perhaps a combination of both will, under 
usual conditions, produce the best result, 
Especially is this true where the class is 
large. Most primary classes of consider- 
able size are conducted nowadays as separate 
schools, with superintendent, assistants, and 
teachers. These teachers do not give so 
much time to the lesson as the teachers in 
the other departments of the school. After 
the opening service the teachers’ mark the 
class cards, gather the offerings, hear the 
children repeat their Golden Texts and 
other memory verses. The real teaching of 
the lesson proper is then done from the plat- 
form by the department superintendent or 
somebody else Hen for the purpose, 





ARKANSAS.—Is the Sunday-school a part of 
~ Sarah, or a part of the church's work? 

Neither. It zs the church engaged in its 
Bible teaching and studying service. The 
church is a unit and the Sunday-school., is 
simply one of its services, for which the 
church as a whole is just as responsible as 
for the preaching service or any other ser- 
vice. The idea of separation between church 
and Sunday-school has altogether too strong 
a foothold everywhere. No church can dele- 
gate its ga gg | in regard to the ad- 
ministration of its Sunday-school. When 
the church recognizes its responsibility to 
such an extent that its members will always 
be found in the Sunday-school and at work 
there, in whatever capacity they are needed, 
it is on the highway to success, and will ulti- 
mately reach it if it does not weary in well- 
doing. 





NEWTON, IA.—In common with hundreds, 
es, thousands, of Sunday-school teachers, I 

ave a problem whose solution has baffled me. 
I teach a mixed class of young people, varying 
in age from fifteen or sixteén years to twice that 
age. An unfortunate disagreement, you say. 
About a year ago, because of the resignation 
of the teacher of a class of girls of the younger 
age mentioned, and the failure to secure 
another teacher, these girls were assigned 
to my class. One of them, a girl of sixteen 
years, the daughter of our pastor, has been an 
almost constant cause of trouble from her first 
identification with the-class. While not a bad 
girl, she is of a very wilful disposition, and she 
apparently takes delight in setting herself in 
opposition to everything suggested by her 
teacher. If I assign special work, she either 
refuses to do her part or grumbles and finds 


( Continued on next page, first column) 
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; (Continued from preceding page) 
fault with it and me. If I ask for order and 
attention, she finds occasi-: to whisper, or 
giggle. or attract attention in some mannar, 
and with a look of defiance seems to say, “* Now 
ah-ad and do your worst, if you dare.” If 
advance a tho she takes th: contrary 
view, and sneeringly declares that she doesn’t 
believe it, or that she believes so and so, which 
is always contrary to my statement. I have 
talked to h.: priva'.ly ; I have prayed a*out 
it; I have reproved hc-: in class ; I-have plead 
with her in class; I have tried to shame her ; I 
haveypraised her for having given the ma‘ter 
being considered independent thought.. I am 
now at my wits’ end, and don’t know what to 
do next. Can yu help me? Yes, I have 
talked with her fatier and with the siperin- 
tendent about her, but the pr-blem is still — .- 
solved. I forgot to say that a y-ar ago che 
rofessed conversion, and was baptiz-d and 
oined the church. If you can help me, it will 

sincerely appreciat:4.—E. E. L. 

You have your hands full, certainly, in 
your efforts to handle th: scholar who is 
giving you so mu“h trouble. It looks t» me 
as if it were a place for either strategy or de- 
termination, or perhaps both. I have fre- 
quently handled a scholar of that kind by 
giving him some work to do that took him 
out of the class entir:ly; such as folding the 
Papers, ‘or the distribution of material uf »ne 

ind or another, or the counting of the 
money. You certainly cannot afford to 
break up your class because of one incorri- 
gible scholar. Perhaps a few very plain 
words to the scholar ‘herself, telling her she 
must act like a lady or go out of the class, 
would bring matters to a head. At any rate, 
that scholar must be won or quieted before 
you will have any great degree of success 
with your class.” You are to be the judge as 
to which course to pursue. 





SOMERVILLE, Mass. —I have a Sunday- 
school class ‘of boys whose ages aré’r3, 14, and 
15, and two younger ones. It has grown in 
the course. of four years from five to fourteen in 
number. The last one entered yesterday. I 
think he is about 15:; I have been trying to get 
hold of him for some months, because-he is the 
friend of one of the others, and:has drifted out 
of Sunday-school. 1. had the two boys at my 
house last week, and spent an‘evening showing 
them ‘pictures. “In the midst, I t ‘off my 
new bifocal glasses and put on-my reading 

lasses, with some remark to the boys. “After 

ey-werg gone, E.gathered up-the pictures and 
put them away, some in “a box, some -in a 
trunk, and» s-me on the-wall that I had taken 
them from. At the time, I forgot the glasses. 
When I remembered and looke@; for them, they 
were not to be found. I have thoroughly 
searched the room, bcx and trunk. - ft does 
not seem possible to me that they are in the 
house. They muy have caught in the boys’ 
clothes in some way, and got carried out into 
the street and dropped. But the thought 
haunts me that one of the boys might have 
taken them in malicious mischief. Of course, 
I would not accuse them of it without knowing. 

Can you suggest 1.2 best course to take with 
them und:r the circumst:nces? My sister 
suggests that I mention to.th:m that I have lost 
my glass:3, and their cost, which is large for m-* 
($6.50). I do not feel sure that is the best way. 
I was inclined to go slow and watch. I said 
nothing y--:terday, and treated them as usual. 
The new boy looked ut me in a very searching 
way several times. I do not know him,—-had 
only se:n him once before last week. Have 
worked through his moth-r and his friend 
mostly. He was in my class once in the sum- 
mer. I 1 tized his mother asked me (when I 
—_ of that) if he had only been onc: in my 
class. That made me wonder if he had b-:n 
deceiving his mofher in any way. If he isa 
bad boy, and having a bad influence over the 
other one, did I make a mistake in getting him 
into the class ?—E. S. W. 

There would be no harm in telling your 
class that you lost your glasses the night 
they were there, and asking them if they 
remember seeing you lay them dowh -ny- 
where. I would not accuse them of :aking 
them, nor let them know I had any suspicion 
in my mind. ‘ You can better afford to lose 
your glasses than to falsely accuse one of the 
boys. It may be they are all innocent. 

It seems to me that if you will bar down 
pretty hard, in the next lesson which will 
admit of it, on the fact that one’s sin will 
always find him out, and that the best way is 
to confess our sins when we have dune 
wrong, that some row will go straight to 
the heart f th: boy who took your glasses, 
if any of them did. 

I had a friend who went to lead a religious 
meeting of young peopl: in a school-house 
in the country. He w<; well prepared on 
his subject, but as he entered the school- 
room, he saw two young men fighting in the 
middle of the room, and everybody was 
scared. He separated them, and they ‘sat 
déwn on opposite sides of the room. He 
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changed his subject without announcement, | 
and talked about brotherly love and forgive- 
ness, reading an ropriate Scripture pas- 
sage. He made the talk very tender and 
touching and searching. The young man 


who was at fault interrupt2:d the meeting by | 


walking across the floor, taking the other 
fellow by the hand, :nd begging his pardon. 
This settled the whole difficulty; and every- 
thing went on peaceably thereafter. The 
young m.a who led that meetin; is now 
state secretary of one of our stute Sunday- 
school associations. Perh.,s something of 
this kind would work in your lass. 

The story is told of a littl: .isping boy 
whose special delight was blowing soap- 
bubbles, but who had the bad habit of leaving 

2 soap in the wat-r, Coming in from his 
favorite amusement one day very ‘ired, he 
«sked his mother to tell him some stories. 
Bef..re doing so, she asked him if he had left 
the soap in the wat.r, and he said no, She 
told ne story after another, ..nd finally told 
him, with a good deal of earnestness, one 
which held up the sin -f lying in all of its 
hideousness, and ended by saying that people 
who told lies never went to heaven. The 
little boy, whose conscienc: was beginning 
to work, slipped down from the chair, and 
sail: ‘‘ Excuth me, mama; I gueth I’d bet- 
ter go and thee about that thoap.’’ 
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Why Join the Victoria Institute 
of Great Britain ?- 


HOUGHTFUL Christian people are 
more and more welcoming every 
opportunity to acquaint th :mselves 

with the latest results of scientific and 
scholarly research in varied fields, espe- 
cially as such research bears upon the 
Bible. The Victoria Institute, or Philo- 
sophical Society, of Great Britain, offers 
an exceptional opportunity to all such. 
The Institute’s substantial contribution 
to constructive Bible scholarship is 
shown by its award of the Gunning 
Prize for the essay which is begun on 
the third page of this issue of The Sun- 
day School Times. The following are 
the Institute’s 
Primary Objects 

First.—To investigate fully and impartially 
the most important questions of philosophy and 
science, but more especially those that bear 
upon the great truths revealed in Holy Scrip- 
ture. 

Second.—To associate men of science and 
authors who have already been engaged in 
such investigations, and all others who may be 
interested in them, in order to strengthen their 
efforts by association ; and by bringing together 
the results of such labors, after full discussion, 
in the printed Transactions of an Institution, to 
give greater force and influence to proofs and 
arguments which might be little known, or even 
disregarded, if put forward merely by indi- 
viduals. 

Third.—To consider the mutual bearings of 
the various scientific conclusions arrived at in 
the several distinct branches into which science 
is now divided, in order to get rid of contradic- 
tions and conflicting hypotheses, and thus pro- 
mote the real advancement of true science; and 
examine and discuss all supposed scientific re- 
sults with reference to final causes, and the 
more comprehensive and fundamental prin- 
ciples of siilaasahe proper, based upon faith 
in the existence of one Eternal God, who in his 
wisdom created all things very good. 


Membership 

Intending members and associates are re- 
= to address ‘‘The Secretary’’ (see be- 
ow). 

The annual subscription for members is two 
guineas. The annual subscription for asso- 
-iates is one guinea, without entrance fee. 
(Both receive the Journal post free.) 

In lieu of annual subscription, the payment 
of twenty guineas will constitute a life member, 
or t:n gui.eas a life associate. 

The p-yment of a donation of not less than 
sixty guineas yay for the office of vice- 
patron, with all the privileges of a life mem- 
ber or life associate. 

It is to be underst 0d that only such as are 
professedly Christians are entitled to become 
mc mbers. 

Subscriptions are payable to the ‘' Victoria 
Institute’s’’ credit at ‘‘Barclay’s Bank,"’ 1 
Pall Mall East; S.W., or may be remitted to 
the Secretary at the office. Post-offic: orders 
(on General Post Office) or checks should be 
made payable to ‘‘ Victoria Institute or order,"’ 
and crossed ‘‘ Barclay & Co."’ 





Correspondence should be addressed 
to the secretary, Professor Edward Hull, 
Victoria Institute, 8 Adelphi Terrace, 
Strand, London, W. C., England. 


\ WATER 


“I Prescribe It with the Utmost Confidence in Indigestion Due 
to Chronic Catarrh of the Mucous Membranes.” 

Pe Wm. H. Dow nf » Augusta, Ga., Professor of Materia Medics R14 

apeutics in e 
of Georgia; **1 be the BUFFALO LITHIA WATER eemest con- 
fidence in all forms «f Indigestion due to Chronic Catarrh of the Mucous 
Membrane, with excess of acid { also in the secondary or symptomatic dyspepcia of 
renal origin.” 

“In Lithaemia I Always Advise Its Use.” 


Dr. Stuart McGuire, Richmon', Va., Surgeon in charge of St. Luke's 
Home, Professor of Principles of Surgery, and of rw Surgery, University 


College of Medicine, Richmond, Va., etc.: ‘‘In cases « e from lithemia, 


of headache from passive c ngestion of the kidneys, of strangury and a host 
of other ills, I . 99 
always advise BUFFALO LITHIA WATER. 
“A Remedy of Great Potency.” 
Louis C. Horn, M.D., Ph.D., Professor of Diseases of Children and 


Dermatology in Baltimore Uni- LITHIA WATER in | prac- 
tice in the 


versity, writes: ‘‘Having used 
ast eight or nin: years, I find it the most pleasant and most reliable solvent in 
hronic Inflammation and Renal Calculi; also in gouty and rheumatic con- 
ditions. It is a remedy of great potency.”’ 
“Have Used It with the Most Satisfactory Results.” 
yer: Lewis Besher, Richmond, Va., Professor of nn Seas mrs of 
irginia: ‘‘ Thave with the most satisfactory 
frequently used BUFFALO LITHIA WATER results in all conditions 
where an active diuretic is indicated, and have found it especially serviceable in 
Rheumatic and Gouty Conditions, Albuminuria, and other diseases. 
Additional testimony on request. For sale by the general drug and mineral 


water trade. == HOTEL AT SPRINGS OPENS JUNE 15TH. 
PROPRIETOR, BUFFALO LITHIA SPRINCS, VA. 

















FOR FORTY CENTS 


You may greatly add to your 
working helps in the study of 
the New Testament Lessons 





A Chart of Christ’s Journeyings 
By C. E. Arnold, A.M. 


Four clear outline maps of Christ's journeys, with necessary ex- 
planatory matter. Cloth cover, 20 cents. 


Outline Harmony of the Gospels 
By Professor M. B. Riddle 
An eight-page pamphlet, printed on fine paper. Widely used by 
Bible students. 10 cents each. 
The Sunday School Times Lesson Pictures 


These will help to make the lessons more vivid to teacher and scholar. 
1o cents for the pictures for the quarter and an outline map. 7 





Send go cents and ask for ‘‘Combination A,"’ and the 
above will be sent to you promptly. 





A Study and Question Manual 
By W. C. Pearce, Teacher-Training Secretary of the 
International Committee 
An eight-page pamphlet containing ten questions on each lesson of 
the quarter. Many teachers are using it:to encourage home study 
by the scholars. For fifty or more, the price is at the rate of $1.00 
for a hundred. For less than fifty, two cents each. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Cook of Spoticss Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn't light—but a.yhow 

"Twill lighten her domestic woo< 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO. 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always be fullof well k 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin rings to the heavy g 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to tight. 














30 Tours to Europe 
under superior ma ment; exceptional advantages ; 
Fell ours Around the Werle Amaaal drtpgeal 

FRANK C, CLARK, 96 Greniwer. New York 


THE GREAT 


For eiectriv, esi. 





Thenoend and 
estimate free. *P. ° ink, 5st Peari St., New York. 








Thanksgiving Psalm 
A Rhythmical and Gratefail Chant 


A teacher in a Terre Haute public 
school, joins in the chorus : 

‘* Teaching is a business which requires 
a great deal of brain and nerve force. 
Unless this force is renewed as fast as 
expended the teacher is exhausted before 
the close of the year. Many resort to 
stimulating tonics for relief. 


For 3 years I struggled against this || 


jalmost complete exhaustion, getting 


>jwhat relief I could from doctor’s tonics. 


} Then in the spring of 1903, I had an 
attack of la_grippe and malaria which 


j left me too weak to continue my work. 


') Medicine failed to give me any relief, a 
= change of. climate failed, I thought I 


should never be able to go back in school 
again, 

“IT ate enough tood (the ordinary 
meals, white bread and vegetables), but 
was hungry after meals. 

‘I happened at this time to read an 
article Leiter, Berg experience of another 
teacher who had beea helped by Grape- 
Nuts food. I decided to try Grape-Nuts 
and cream, as an experiment. It was a 
delightful experience, and continues so 
after a year and a half of constant use. 

‘* First, I noticed that I was not hungry 
after meals. 

“In a few days that tired feeling left 
me,’and I felt fresh and bright, instead 
of dull and sleepy. 

‘‘In three months, more than my 
usual strength returned, and I had 
gained fifteen pounds in weight. 

‘*I finished the year’s work without 
any kind of tonics—was not absent from 
duty even half a day. 

‘Am still in the best of health, with 
all who know me wondering at the im- 
prov ement. 

‘I tell them all, ‘Try Grape-Nuts !'” 
Name given by Postum .» Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

There's a reason. 


remuRce LIGHT 
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er case, $2.50 
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| Vacation 
Money 


can readily be made by selling the new book ‘‘ Sankey’s Story 
of the Gospel Hymns’’ in communities which do not possess 
well-stocked. bookstores. Thousands of people followed the 
great Moody and Sankey meetings with intense interest ; many 
in your neighborhood constantly use the familiar gospel hymns 
which are told ‘about in this boo 


*Sankey’s Story of the Gospel Hymns” 


is just the book that hundreds of people right about you will be 
glad to have. It contains an interesting story of the life of Ira D. 
Sankey, told by himself, and over two hundred pages of memor- 
able incidents connected with the use of widely known hymns. 


An Attractive Book to Offer’ 


The book is bound in red cloth, with gilt top, and attracts at- 
tention gt once when displayed. 
even at this low price there is a liberal margin of profit for the 
man or woman who will push it in rural communities or in small 
towns where there are no large bookstores. 

Selling this book while it is still new would just nicely piece 
out the scant income of some of the young folks of your school 
or class—if you told them about it. 

Send for terms. Address ‘‘ Department B.’’ 


The Sanday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


It sell for only 75 cents, and 
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Have You Children? 


Then we can help you to provide for 
them without depriving yourselves or 
them. The question of how to live 
well and save well at the same time 
is answered in our (free) booklet. 
Write for it. 


Penn Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
921 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
cere 


TH, SENUIRE MENFELY BELLS 


sate mont Bert ect, highes est class bells in the worid. 
enecly & Co.. Waterviiet, West Troy P. O.. N. Y. 


sx BELLS “= 


bocSname Bru Fowmper Co, dai nesont, 


Send ten_cents for a sample set of The 
Sanday School Times Lesson Pictures 























The. Seabay School Gines 


Philadelphia, April 21, 1906 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter ” 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, wil) be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 
$ 1.00 One copy, or any number of 
“ copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00 . 
. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will Scumewel 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 
THe SunpDAy ScHOooL Timgs Co.,, Publishers, 


(Lesson for May 6) APRIL 21, 1906 


Pears’ 

“A cake of pre- 
vention is worth a 
box of cure.” 

Don’t wait. until 
the mischief’s done 
before using Pears’ 
Soap. 

There’s no pre- 
ventive so good as 
Pears’ Soap. 


Established in 1789. 








1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


BOGGS & BUHL 


ALLEGHENY, PA. 


Bah | 


CATALOGUE 


AND 


PRICE BOOK 


1906 


Spring edition just out—send for 
a copy 





Showing unusually choice large 
assortment Silks for Shirt Waists, 
Shirt Waist Suits and Dressy 
Dresses in all the wanted new 
shades—specially Alice Blue, Old 
Rose and Gun Metal Grey, 50c. 
to $2.00. 

Send for samples. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. No. 70. Allegheny, Pa. 





Heart ncn 
ts Caused Gcomaet e geass generation of ph per 


laiudnen 


MURRAY’S 


GHARGOAL TABLETS 
ate made of purest charcoal, ‘Try 
them for palpation of the ead dam. 
pepsta, and indigestion. 


FOR 10c. in stamps, a 
box mailed for trial. 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concern 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 











The Four-Track News 











An Illustrated } Magazine of of Travel ‘$1. OO a "year ; 10 cents a copy. 
Address G. H. Daniels, Publisher, Room 48 A, 7 E. 42d St., New York. 

















